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Academic Honesty 

A. lntroduC(ion 

B. Def init ions of Cheat ing and Plagiarism 

C. Pe na lties 

D. University Policy for Intel lectual Property 

A. Introduction 

E. Thes is / Dis sertation Copyright Ownership and 

Owne rsh ip of Related Intellectua l Property 

F. Rights to the Thes is / Dissertation Data and 

Aut ho rship of Jo int Publicat ions 

T he University holds that all work for which a student will receive a grade or credit shall be an original 

contribution or shall be properly documented to indicate sources. Abrogation of this pr inciple entails 
d ishonesty, defeats the p urpose of in str uction, and und erm ines the hig h goals of the Universi ty. 

Cheat ing in any form w ill not be tolerated. Scudents shal l be assumed lo know the acceptable met hods 

and techniques for proper d ocumentation of sources and to avoid cheating and plagiarism in al l wor k 

submitted for credit, whether prepared i n o r out of class . 

B. Definitions of Cheating and Plagiarism 

Cheating, in the context of academic matters, is the term broad ly used to describe all acts of d ishonesty 

committed in taking test s or examinations and in preparing assig nments. Cheating includ es but is not 

l imited to such p ractices as gaining help from another person or using u naut ho rized notes when taking 

a test, relying o n a calculator i f such an aid has been forb idden, and p reparing an assig nment in 

consultation with another person when the instructo r expects the work to be done independ ently. In 

other words, cheating occurs when a student makes use of a ny unauthor ized aid s o r mater ials. 

Furthermore, any st udent who provides unauthorized assistance in academic work is also guilty of 
cheat ing. 

Plagiarism is a specific type of cheating. It occurs when a student claims orig inality for the ideas o r 

word s of another person, when the student presents as a new and original id ea o r product anything 

which in fact is derived from an existing w ork, o r when the student makes use of any work or production 

already created by someone else without giving credit to t he sour ce. In sho rt , plag iari sm is the use of 
unacknow ledged materials in the preparation of assign ments. The stud ent must take care to avoid 

p lag iari sm in research or term papers, musical compositions, science r eports, laborato ry experiments, 

and theses and d issertatio ns. 

C. Penalties 

Cheating and plagiar ism are serio us offenses. The minimum penalty for a student gui lty of ei ther 

d ishonest act is a grade of "zero" for the assignment in q uestion. The maximum penalty is dismissal 

from t he University. 

D. University Policy for Intellectual Property 

T he University of Louisiana at Lafayette admin isters and asserts owne rship of intellectual property as 
allow ed in the University of Lo uisiana System Intellectual Property Po licy Intellectual Property and Shared 

Royalties (Pol icy Number FS.11 1.V l. - l , Effective July l , 2002). Th is pol icy does apply to graduate students. 

E. Thesis/ Dissertation Copyright Owners hip and Ownership of 

Related Intellectual Property 

As provided in t he University of Louisiana System Intellectual Property Policy Intellectual Prop erty a nd 

Shared Royalties, t he University does not assert ownership of Traditional Academ ic Copyrig htable Works, 

such as student theses and disse rtatio ns. However, the University, through the Office of the Vice 

President for Research, may assert ownership of ideas conceived by a faculty member or data that are 
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generated th rough sponsored research o r facu lty init iated expe riments that are descri bed in a 

T radit ional Academic Copyrightable Work. 

F. Rights to the Thes is/Dissertation Data and Authorship of 

Joint Publications 

It is important that g raduate students planning to write a thesis or dissertation seek information from 

their mentor and / o r professor as to the expectations of authorship, o rder of listed authors, and 

assignment of copyright for any Tradit ional Academic Copyrightable Work at the beginning of any 

col labo ration which may result in j o int ly pub lished wo rks. 
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