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A. Requirements 

Because resident classification is an important part of fee determination, admi ss ion regulatio ns and 

other pol icies of the University of Louisiana system institutio ns, it is important t hat system institutio ns 

have fair and eq uitab le reg ulat ions which can be ad ministered consistently and sti l l respect the interests 

of both the students and t he taxpayers of Lou isiana. It is the responsib i lity of t he student to provide 
system instit utions w ith such evidence as deemed necessary to establish his or he r resid ence status . 

B. Definition o f Residency 

Pursuant to House Concur rent Resolution No. 226 of 1986 the following d efinit ion of residency shall 

apply for fee assessment p urposes effect ive the fall semester, 1987: 

A resident student for tuit ion purposes i s defined as o ne who has abandoned al l prior domiciles and has 

been domici led in t he State of Louisiana continuously for at least on e ful l year (365 days) immediately 

p receding the first day of classes of t he term for which resident classification is sought. "Domici le," as 

the term is used in t he co ntext of resid ence regulatio ns, is d efined as an individual's t rue, fixed , and 
permanent home and place of habitation at which the ind iv idual remains when not called elsewhere for 

labor , stud ies, or other special or temporary purposes, and t he place to which t he ind ividual returns 

after an absence. A nonresident student for tuit io n purposes is a student not el ig ib le for clas sificat ion as 

a resident. 

T he ind iv idual's physical presence w ith in th is state for o ne year must be associated wi th the su bstantial 
evidence that such presence was w ith the intent to maintain a Louisiana d omicile. Physical presence 

w it hin t he state solely for educat io n purposes w it hout substantial ev idence of the intent to remain in 

Louisiana w i l l not be sufficient for resid ent classification regardless of the length of t i me w ith in the 

state. 

However, d iscreet categories of ind ividuals may be def ined as special resident s i f such act ion is deemed 

to be in t he best interest of Louisiana o r as mandated from t ime to t ime by fed eral or state government. 

C. Determination of Status 

T he residence status shall be d eterm ined in accordance w ith Board ru les and shal l be based upo n 

evidence p rov ided in t he appl ication for adm issio n and related d ocume nts. Reside nce status shall be 

determined by the office of the regist rar and or admissio ns office r after the completed application for 

ad mission has been submitted. The r ules shall be based pr imari ly on the location of t he home and the 
p lace of employment . Residence status may not be acquired by an appl icant or student while resid ing in 

Louisiana for t he pr imary pu rpose of attending school. Residence cu it ion, for fee purposes on ly , will be 

granted to non- resident g raduate students regist ered for th ree semester hou rs or less and 

undergrad uate students reg istered for six semester hour s or less in any session, or al l no n- res ident 

students enrolled in up to six semester hours of g rad uate o r undergraduate cour ses offered through 

w eb- based instructio n, when domici led outside of t he state of Louisiana and not e nrolled in any o ther 

courses at the u niver si ty. The following cond itio ns may be used in d eter mi ning r esidence status : 

l. An appl icant l iving with his o r her pare m s is classif ied as a resident i f the parents have established 
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in Louisiana if s/ he actually resides and is emp loyed full t ime in the State. A parent who is unable to 

be employed o r who is a hou sew ife may be considered to have establ ished a residence in Lou isiana 

if there is convincing evidence that the person continuously resides in Louisiana. If o nly one parent 
qual ifies as a resid ent o f Louisiana, the stud ent shall be c lassified as a res ident p rovided that 

stud ent res ides with the parent w ho is a resident of Lou isiana. An ind ividual who res ides in 

Louisiana and is emp loyed full t ime in another state, may be class if ied as a resident. In such case, 

appropr iate documentary evidence shall be presented . 

2. A student res id ing with h is or her parents who enro lls as a no nresid ent shall be classified as a 

resident if h is or he r parents move to Louisiana and acquire residence as d efined in these 

regulat io ns. 

3. A student may be declared a resident if either parent is a gr aduate of t he inst i tution which s/ he 

attend s. A student that g raduates with an associate o r higher degr ee may be classified as a resident 

for subsequent enrollment at that same institution (t his appl ies only to U.S. cit izens). (This revision 
approved 3 / 26/ 99) 

4. A person may be classi fied as a res ident of Lo uisiana at t he end of twe lve consecut ive months of 

residence if s/ he has been employed in Lo uisiana and if d urin g that per iod s/ he has not been 
reg iste red in an educational in stitut ion for more than six semester hours o r its equivalent in any 

semester. A per son who is unable to be employed and who has not been register ed in any 

ed ucat ional institution for more than six semester hour s o r i ts eq uivalent in any semester may 

acquire resid ence in Louisiana if there is convinc ing evidence thats / he continuously resid ed in 
Louisiana for twelve co nsecut ive months immediate ly preceding reg istrat ion. In order to be elig ible 

for in- state t uit io n in a given semester , the person must have l ived i n Louisiana for 12 co nsecutive 

months prior to the f i rst day of t he semester. 

5. A student who is mar ried to a Lou isiana res ident may acquire the residence statu s of his or her 

spouse. 

6. A person who resides in Louisiana for at least two years, exclusive of m ilitary service, and then 

moves to another state o r foreig n country shal l retain the right to enroll himself/ her self o r any 

dependents as a res ident for a period equal to t he number of years of residence in Louisiana, but 

the right shal l expi re upon the per son's resid ing for a period of two years in another state or 

foreig n country. 

7. A member of the armed forces cu rrently stat ioned in Lo uisiana and his o r her d ependents shall be 

classif ied as Lo uisiana res idents. A member of the armed services who was stat ioned in Lo uisiana 

immed iately prio r to their release from active duty may enroll himself/ herself o r a ny dependent s as 
residents d uring a per iod not to exceed six months after the date o f release provided that t he term 

of active d uty shall have been no less t han 12 consecutive months. 

8. A member of the armed forces who was a resident of Lo uisiana immediately pr ior to entering t he 

armed forces shal l retain the right for himsel f / he rse lf or any d epend ents to b e c lassified as 

residents during the ter m of act ive duty and for a two- year period after leaving the armed for ces. 

9. A resident of Louisiana shall not lose t he right t o be class if ied as a resident during perio ds of 

employment i n a foreig n country. 

l 0. An alien who has been lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent res idence as an 

immigrant (proof of such status shal l be possessio n of h is or her Fo rm 1- 55 1 Alien Registratio n 

Receipt Card or passport officially stamped '"approved as resident alien·) and who has establi shed 

residence under any of t he foregoing provi sio ns shall be declared a resident of the State . 

D. Appe al Committee 

T he president of each in stitution shall be authorized to appoint a Residence Rules Appeal Committee. 

Any stud ent classified as a nonres ident may appeal his or her classif icatio n to this committee . 

Interp retations o n residence qual if ications may be submitted to Board Staff for clarificatio n. 

E. Inco rrect Classification 

All students classi fied incor rectly as residents ar e subj ect to reclass ification and payment of all 

nonresident fees not paid. If inco rr ect classification results from fal se o r concealed facts by the student, 
the student is also subject to University d iscipl ine. 
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