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School of Geosciences teams up with
Lafayette Science Museum

Tue, 09/03/2013 - 6:07pm
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New officers,
members assume
posts on Foundation
board

The University of Louisiana
at Lafayette Foundation
has announced new
appointments to its board
of trustees.

Read More —

University names
students to
President's and
Dean's List

University of Louisiana at
Lafayette students have
been recognized for stellar
academic performance on
the Spring 2019
President’s and Dean's List.

Read More —

Grandmother on
track for college
degree after years of
stops and starts

Linda Perkins Melton, a
68-year-old grandmother,
is on track to earn a
bachelor's degree from the
University of Louisiana at
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Part of the University of Louisiana at Lafayette's School of
Geosciences will be moving into new digs — literally.

The University is collaborating with the Lafayette Science Museum
to create an exhibit with a three-fold mission. It will:

house the University's collection of fossils, rocks and minerals
establish an on-site laboratory to process specimens; and
offer new learning opportunities for the public.

AT its regular meeting today, the Lafayette City-Parish Council
unanimously approved an intergovernmental agreement to move
forward with the exhibit, which is planned for summer 2014.

Dr. David Borrok, director of the School of Geosciences, said the
exhibit will extend the University’s footprint into downtown
Lafayette. The Science Museum plans to display items on a
rotating basis for 10 years.

“By moving UL Lafayette's Geology Museum, we will increase our
access to the public and provide a stronger link to the
community,” Borrok said.

In addition to static displays of select specimens, the exhibit will
give the public the opportunity to get a behind-the-scenes look
at laboratory work. Video cameras will capture University faculty
members and students as they prepare specimens for exhibition.
visitors will be able to view monitors to see how items are
prepared for display.

The University's collection is composed of thousands of
specimens UL Lafayette has acquired over about 50 years. In May,
two University faculty members, Dr. Jim Martin, a paleontologist,
and Cathy Bishop, a geolegy instructor, led a field paleontology
course for seven students at Oregon’'s Fossil Lake, a well-known
Ice Age collection site. The team found more than 5,000 fossils,
including those of birds, fish, horses and camels.

some of these specimens will be featured in the exhibit.

“This collection represents a major contributien to the University’s
educational and research collections,” said Borrok.

When UL Lafayette established its School of Geosciences in 2011,
it combined the Department of Geology and the University’s
environmental sciences program. The School prepares students
for careers in the petroleum and oil exploration industries,
environmental firms, government agencies, construction, mining,
environmental protection, waste management, and coastal
protection and restoration.
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UL Lafayette in the News

Boston Globe

Doctoral student among
researchers examining climate
change's effects on New
England's coastal wetlands.

Scientific American

English professor under no
illusions about playground
perceptions among children.

Smithsonian Magazine

UL Lafayette specimens join
Smithsonian's crustacean
holdings.

The Mainichi (Japan)

UL Lafayette employee helps
stop attempted theft of Magna
Carta.

The washington Post
Louisiana university gives
Smithsonian its crustacean
collection.

ABC Mews
Crime expert: First 72 hours

critical in missing persons cases.

Nature

Marine biologist uses Al to ID
plankton captured in milliens of
images.
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Kevin Krantz, the museum'’s director, said the facility “significantly

Read More — refined its programming’” three years ago, when its name changed
from the Lafayette Natural History Museum to the Lafayette
Science Museum.

“The Science Museum’s mission is to build the future through
science, technology, engineering and math. We are a regional
science musaum serving families, schools and other visitors. So,
this partnership is a perfect fit.”
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