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Preparing for and recovering from emergencies is truly a team effort for the University. An extensive 

Hurricane Preparedness Committee exists wit h rep resentation from all areas of the campus including our 

upper administration. This committee operates on a site- specific document that references preparations 
and recovery plans for a ll facets of our campus. Regular meetings a re held by the committee to update 
informat ion and ensure good communicatio n w ithin every o rgan izational un it. All plans are implemented 

keeping in mind the safety of our students and employees, as well as preserving the academic mission o f 

t he Univers ity. The following general information pertains to t he Univers ity's Preparedness Plan: 

General procedures 

Contact l ists shall be maintained and updated by EH&S director. 

• Essential personnel have been identi fied in all departments. Depart ment heads and directors are 

responsible for ensuring essential perso nnel report to work as they d eem necessary to protect the 

University and it s campus from damages. 

• The EH&S d irector shal l monito, all storms using data from the National Hurricane Cente r and other 

sources. 

• When Lafayette Par ish is w ith in the five- day potential t rack of a named storm, the University shall 
initiate it s phase I plans. The potential track of the storm wil l be id enti fied using Nat ional Hurricane 

Center data and includes all potential errors. 

• When Lafayette Par ish is w ith in the two- day potential track of a named storm, the Univer sity shal l 

initiate it s phase II plans. An adnin istrative meet ing shall be scheduled when the Univer si ty reaches 

p hase II status . Discussio n of possible school closure wi l l be included in this meeting. 

• The president (or his designee) shall determine any school closures. 

When Lafayette Parish is included in any mandatory evacuat io n, declared by t he Lou isiana Office of 

Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness, the University shall init iate its phase Ill plans. With the 

except ion of emergency responders, all Univers ity employees and students w ill leave the campus 

immediately. Formal preparat ions have been pre- planned w ith Louisiana Col lege in Pineville to 

accommodate pre-approved University student res ident s who have no means to evacuate. 

During t imes of emergency or school closure, current University informat ion is avai lable to the p ublic by 

telephone at 482 - 2222, louisiana.edu, and univers ityupdates.com. 

If the University loses its primary telecommunications capacity , publ ic informat ion will be available at 

(765) 285-2222 . 

• Add it ional information from the Lo uisiana Governor' s Office of Homeland Security 

and Emergency Preparedness (OH SEP) can be found at getagameplan.org . 
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Insurance iss ues 

l . Review your property insurance and pay attention to t he coverage you have for wind sto rm damages. 

This coverage will be d ifferent for struct ures (home, outdoor k itchen , garages, etc.) and contents 

(furniture, clot hing, appliances, etc.) . 

2. Your Insurance policy may have a separate deductible for wind storm damage, and i t is usually much 

higher than your standard deductible. This can range from 2 percent to 5 percent of the agreed value of 

your property. So, if you have a S200,000 policy on your home, and a 5 percent Wind Storm d eductible, 

then the f irst $ 10,000 of damage from the storm is NOT covered by your insurance. You can work with 

your insurance agent to lower you r d eductible to f it you r needs. 

3. Consider flood insurance even if you are not required to have it. Flood insurance is administered by 

FEMA, regard less of whom you have your insurance coverage with . The po licy is the same for everyone. 

Of course, the premium depends on w hat flood zone you l ive in, and any history of flooding that may 

exist on your p roperty. If you l ive in flood zone KXU (no insurance required) for example, flood insurance 

for a $200,000 house on ly cost about S25 per month. If you do not have flood insurance, and you r 

p roperty floods from either a storm surge o r heavy rainfall, your damage from t he flood is not covered . 

4. Any policy change takes 30 days to take effect . You cannot order add it ional insurance three d ays before 

a storm and expect coverage. Further , insu rance companies do not write any wind storm or flood 

insurance when a named sto rm is in the Gulf. 

Evacuation issues 

1. The decision to evacuate is a personal one for everyone. Most people wait too long to go, and are stuck 
in trat tic , causing p roblems t hey did not plan tor. Make a decision to evacuate early. Anticipate that you 

may only average 20 miles per hou r over your trip, and plan accordingly. Although each storm is 

unique, most experts agree tha: if you have not left your house within 30 hours of the anticipated 

landfall, your risk of being caught on the road in severe weather is high. 

2. You will need cash to make th is trip. ATM's and cred it card companies will be overwhelmed. Without 

electricity, the only thing a merchant can accept is cash. 

3. Study the offic ial evacuation routes at ,vw·w.getagameplan.org carefu l ly in advance. Understand 

completely where you will be heading. Research five to 1 O hotels well no rth of your home (maybe as far 

as 300 miles away). Write down their contact information so you can make plans qu ickly. 

4. Understand the concept of contraflow. Fo r some d istance, all lanes o f t raffic wil l be forced to move in 

one d irection. This will affect your ability to move once you are within the evacuation route. 

5. Plan now at least two alternat ive routes using state and local highways in lieu of the inte rstates. One 

alternat ive route should head generally northeast and one northwest . In many cases, t hese roads wil l be 

less traveled and quicker , but you need a clear u nderstanding of the road d irections. 

6. Consider leaving home very ear y in the morning (before S a.m.). During t his t ime, t he roads will be less 

trave led and traffic wil l be l ight. 

Spe cial needs iss ues 

If you have a family member in a nursing home o r similar facility, visi t the management of t hat facil ity 

NOW. Ask t hem to show you a copy of their emergency procedures, including any evacuation procedures 

for t heir pat ients. Make sure t his coincides with your expectations. 

Preventative maintenance around the home 

1. If you own a generator, you muH run it regular ly o r the a rmature, a crit ical part t hat a ctually generate!; 

the electricity, may de- magnetize, rendering the generator useless. To prepare for this, at least once 

every t hree months, run your generator under a load (plug in a hair d ryer, coffee maker , curl ing iron, 

etc.) for at least l 0 minutes. Place the manufacturer's suggested amount of fuel stabilizer (Sta- bi I, 

Seafoam, etc.) in the fuel cank to prevent mechanical problems. 

2. If you want to protect your windows from fly ing debris, make shutters out of ½- inch plywood or 

oriented strand board (OSB). Label your shutters with spray paint (i.e. "Kitchen window"). Putting tape 

on the windows is completely ir effective in a wind storm. 

3. Regularly inspect the t rees on y.:)Ur p roperty. Any limbs or trunks that looked str essed or rotten shou ld 

be pruned or cut. 

Things people forget when they evacuate 

l . Contraflow map with evacuat ion routes & alternat ive routes. 

2. Prescript ion medications and special medical apparatus/ equipment (vent ilator, defibrillator, etc). 

3. Important paper s including social security cards, marriage l icense, bi rth certificates, etc. 

4. A complete copy of your insurance policy including 24 / 7 contact information for filing a claim . 

S. Consider lifting antiques and heir looms off t he ground. No insurance money can replace these. 

6. Backup your computer co a j ump drive or similar and take it wi th you. 
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