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Institutional Context and 
Commitment 
[- Selecl One --

Commitment to Distan ce Learn ing 

Learn Online 

Tradit ion, Transition, and Transformation, the University's 2009- 2014 strategic plan, provides the 
foundat ion for all distance and electronic learning policies, procedures, and activit ies . Delivery of high 
q ual ity eleccro nic courses contrib utes to achievement of an expressed University core value - .. t he creat ion 

and dissemination of knowledge that elevates t he statu re of our community of scholars and contributes to 

the ben erment of our world ." Distance and Elecuonic Learn ing is aligned w ith strateg ic imperacive 3 -

'"Faci l itat ing q uality teaching and learn ing 0 and cited in Object ive 3B - "To enhance the classroom 

experience'" through offering ~distance learn ing co select markets and assure high quality d elivery" and 

creating " increased opportunit ies for accive learn ing and community engagement."' The pervasive language 

used t hroughout the Universicy's strateg ic plan clearly expresses t he University's commit ment to this 

mode of instruct ional del ivery. 

The Univer sity Vis ion 

The Univers ity of Louisiana at Lafayette wil l beco me a p remier prov ider of eleccronical ly delivered 

course s and d egr ee programs based on the University 's core values, i ts strategic imperacives, and the 

g uid ing principles of anyt ime - anywhere, stud ent- focused, and learn ing - centered educat ion. T he result 

of leveraging technology to its best capab il i t ies will enhance the reputat ion of che Univer sity, increase 

intellectual ly scimulating opportunities for students, and improve retent ion and graduation rates. 

Electronical ly delivered cou rses and degree programs will be access ib le by students through a personal 

learning environment w ith integrated and relevant support service s. This environment w ill faci litate 

meaningful, co nsistent engagement w ith highly - trained faculty in a dynamic community of learner s with 

activ it ies leading to mastery of cou rse and program learning outcomes while maintaining academic 

integ rity . By adopting nat ionally establ ished best pract ices, the University's co lleges and departments will 

employ t he ap propr iate learning technologies to offer a variety of de livery alternatives. These varied 

formats w ill add ress d iffer ing student learning styles, needs, and preferences, thereby attract ing and 

serving more contemporary learners. 

The University w i l l prov ide access to electronic learning technologies and training o n new pedagogies. 

Integrat ion of t hese new instructional tools and techniques by faculty and staf f will improve the overal l 

q ual ity of teaching and learning and enhance student engagement and succes s at the Univer si ty of 

Lo uisiana at Lafayette . 

Note: The University Counci l adopted t he v ision in che spring 20 10 semester. 

Goals of the Office of Dis ta n ce Le arning 

• Create co l lege co urses and programs through alternate delivery methods in order to offer ed ucational 

opportunit ies to stud ents unable to accommodate a t radit ional c lass schedule. 

• Ensure the techn ology used is approp riate to t he nature and o bj ect ives of t he academ ic program s. 

• Expand educatio nal o pport un ities in a financ ial ly responsible manner through synchronou s and 

asynchronous electronic learning. 

• Provide tech nical training to u niver sity faculty in t he use of e- learning instruct ional techniq ues and in 

the use of assoc iated techno log ies. 
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environment of equal opport unity. 

Conunitment to Academic Quality a nd Rigo r in Ele ctro n ic 
Environ1nents 

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette places great emphasis on t he co nsistency, continuity, and 

integrit y of the learning environment. A l l electro nic academic courses at the Univer sity are considered 

equivalent to tradi tional cou rses, are taught by regular faculty as w ell as approved adj unct faculty, and 

adhere to all t he same standards, prerequisites, and requirements as traditional sections of id entical 

courses. Eq uivalency means the "total ity of learning experiences for each learner should cover the same 

area, even i f individual experiences m ight be q uite different" (Simonson, 2007). Regard less of the del ivery 

format, LEARNING is the primary aim w ith achievement of stated cour se and program learning outcomes 

as the primary assessment measure. 
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