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CONSTITUTION, ARTICLE 2

Principles for Conduct of 
Intercollegiate Athletics
2.01  General Principle. [*]
Legislation enacted by the Association governing the conduct of intercollegiate athletics shall be designed to 
advance one or more basic principles, including the following, to which the members are committed. In some 
instances, a delicate balance of these principles is necessary to help achieve the objectives of the Association. 

2.1  The Principle of Institutional Control and Responsibility. [*]
2.1.1  Responsibility for Control. [*]  It is the responsibility of each member institution to control its in-
tercollegiate athletics program in compliance with the rules and regulations of the Association. The institution’s 
president or chancellor is responsible for the administration of all aspects of the athletics program, including ap-
proval of the budget and audit of all expenditures. (Revised: 3/8/06)
2.1.2  Scope of Responsibility. [*]  The institution’s responsibility for the conduct of its intercollegiate ath-
letics program includes responsibility for the actions of its staff members and for the actions of any other indi-
vidual or organization engaged in activities promoting the athletics interests of the institution. 

2.2  The Principle of Student-Athlete Well-Being. [*]
Intercollegiate athletics programs shall be conducted in a manner designed to protect and enhance the physical 
and educational well-being of student-athletes. (Revised: 11/21/05)
2.2.1  Overall Educational Experience. [*]  It is the responsibility of each member institution to estab-
lish and maintain an environment in which a student-athlete’s activities are conducted as an integral part of the 
student-athlete’s educational experience. (Adopted: 1/10/95)
2.2.2  Cultural Diversity and Gender Equity. [*]  It is the responsibility of each member institution to 
establish and maintain an environment that values cultural diversity and gender equity among its student-athletes 
and intercollegiate athletics department staff. (Adopted: 1/10/95)
2.2.3  Health and Safety. [*]  It is the responsibility of each member institution to protect the health of, and 
provide a safe environment for, each of its participating student-athletes. (Adopted: 1/10/95)
2.2.4  Student-Athlete/Coach Relationship. [*]  It is the responsibility of each member institution to 
establish and maintain an environment that fosters a positive relationship between the student-athlete and coach. 
(Adopted: 1/10/95)
2.2.5  Fairness, Openness and Honesty. [*]  It is the responsibility of each member institution to ensure 
that coaches and administrators exhibit fairness, openness and honesty in their relationships with student-athletes. 
(Adopted: 1/10/95)
2.2.6  Student-Athlete Involvement. [*]  It is the responsibility of each member institution to involve 
student-athletes in matters that affect their lives. (Adopted: 1/10/95)

2.3  The Principle of Gender Equity. [*]
2.3.1  Compliance With Federal and State Legislation. [*]  It is the responsibility of each member 
institution to comply with federal and state laws regarding gender equity. (Adopted: 1/11/94)
2.3.2  NCAA Legislation. [*]  The Association should not adopt legislation that would prevent member in-
stitutions from complying with applicable gender-equity laws, and should adopt legislation to enhance member 
institutions’ compliance with applicable gender-equity laws. (Adopted: 1/11/94)
2.3.3  Gender Bias. [*]  The activities of the Association should be conducted in a manner free of gender bias. 
(Adopted: 1/11/94)

2.4  The Principle of Sportsmanship and Ethical Conduct. [*]
For intercollegiate athletics to promote the character development of participants, to enhance the integrity of 
higher education and to promote civility in society, student-athletes, coaches, and all others associated with these 
athletics programs and events should adhere to such fundamental values as respect, fairness, civility, honesty and 
responsibility. These values should be manifest not only in athletics participation, but also in the broad spectrum 
of activities affecting the athletics program. It is the responsibility of each institution to: (Adopted: 1/9/96)
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