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Applied Language and Speech Sciences, Ph.D. ~I!]~ [1] 

¢ Return co: Undergraduate & Graduate Degrees 

T his doctoral program studies co mmunicat ion p rocesses, language use and acq uisit ion, commun ication 

disorders, and related areas. Students are expected to concentrate t heir work in one o r more areas of 
active facu lty researc h. The program is des igned to produce research p rofessors for colleges and 
universit ies and / o r researchers for schools, clin ics, and hospitals. 

Admissio ns 

For regular admission an overall 3 .0 grade- point average in p rior underg raduate and graduate 

stud ies, a satisfactory score o n the Graduate Record Examination, t hree supporting letters of 

recommendation, and an acceptable 1- 2 page personal statement of goals and research interests are 

required . Appl icants w i l l no rmally ho ld the Speech Patho logy and Audio logy, M.S. and the Cert i ficate 

of Cl inical Competence in SLP, but indiv id uals with master's degrees in related areas are w elcomed. 

Exceptio nal students may enter the d octoral program d irect ly from the baccalaureate . A master' s 

deg ree is not required for completion of the d octorate. 

Requirements 

Prerequisites 

An introductory course in parametric st,u istics, and i ntroductory course in linguistics, and a 
graduate course (S00- level o r above) in research of communication disorders a re req uired. Any 

missing prerequisites must be made up w ithin the first year of ful l - t ime study o r i ts equivalent. 

Preliminary Examination 

If the student does not hold a master's degree in communicative d isorders or a related field , t he 

stud ent must pass a prelim inary w ritten exam inat ion or have completed the Capstone Seminar 

required by the Department for its Master's students. 

Identifying a Mentor 

On o r before entry to the program, the student shal l identify a member of the Graduate Faculty in 

Communicative Disorders w il ling and able to serve as his/ her Mentor (i.e. , primary adv isor), or the 

Graduate Coordinator wi l l identify someone w i l ling and able to serve in that role. To serve as a 

Mentor to any doctoral st udent the faculty member must have an act ive publication and research 

agenda in the student's declared area(s) of interest. No student wi ll be admitted unless t here is a 

qual ified member of the Graduate Faculty willing to serve as that individual' s Mentor. A student 

may change Mentors dur ing the cou rse of study, provid ed that another willing and able Mentor is 

named in writing to the Graduate Coord inator of the Ph.D. Program. 

Gener al Requirements 

All students must complete 72 post- baccalaureate semester hour s of which at least 48 hours 

m ust be in approved no n- dissenatio n (and non - p rerequisite) course work and of which a 

maximum of l S ap proved hours can be co unted from any master's d egree program al read y 

completed. The student must complete all requirements w ithin seven calendar years beg inning 
with the first semester of enrol lment as a Ph.D. student. 



Com1non Core 

The student shall complete a 9- hour theoretical core and a 9 - hour research core. Part icipation in 

the Research Col loquium is also required throu ghout resid ency at the University of Lou isiana at 

Lafayette. Doctoral students must make at least one presentation related to their own research at 
some meeting of t he Research Colloquium during their tenure in the program. Add itionally, every 

successf ul student must p repare and submit no fewer than two manuscr ipts for publication in 
refereed outlets. 

Research Requirem ent 

Stude nts a re required to obtain the qualitative a nd/ o r quantitative research skills necessary to 

their ind ividual research agenda. It i s up to t he student in consultation w ith his/ her Mento r and / o r 
Dissertation Director to see to it that this requirement is reasonably met. 

Advisory Committee and the Progra m of Study 

The student's Program of St udy must be planned in consultation wi th an Advisory Committee 

selected by the student in consultation with his o r her designated Mentor. It shal l con sist of not 
fewer t han three members of the Grad uate Facu lty (at least two of whom are member s of the 

Department) w illing to se rve. The student' s designated Mentor shall head that student's Advisory 

Committee . 

Compreh en s ive Examination 

Each stud ent must pass a Comprehensive Examination set by the Advisory Committee. 

Disserta tion Director and Committee 

After successful completion of the Comprehensive Examination, the student shall select a 

Dissertat ion Director (usually the student's Mentor) wi lling to serve on behal f of the student and 

the Department. In consultation wi th said Dissertation Director, a Dissertation Committee must be 

const i tuted of at least three other members of t he Graduate Faculty, a majorit y of whom must be 

members of the CODI department, pl us at least one qualif ied reader from another un iver sity. The 

Dissertat ion Committee must be headed by a member of the Graduate Facu lty of the Department 

or an app roved other member of t he Graduate Faculty. 

Disserta tion Proposal 

The student must pre sent and defend a d issertat io n proposal acceptable to the Dissertation 

Committee. Afte r acceptance of a dissertation proposal, the student must remain continuously 

enrolled for d issertation credit (excluding summers) until the d issertatio n is accepted. 

Dissertation Defen se 

After t he dissertat ion is completed to the satisfactio n of the Dissertation Director, it is to be 

p resented in i ts completed form to the other members of the Di ssertation Comm ittee (i nc lud ing 

the external reviewer) and the Graduate Coor dinator of the Ph.D. program. At the d iscret ion of the 

Dissertat ion Director, a formal, public Dissertation Defense w ill be publ icly announced to al l 
committee member s, the Grad uate School, and all participants in Research Collo quium, not less 

than two weeks p rior to its occu rrence. 

Final Submission 

After t he student has comp leted the p ubl ic oral defense of t he d issertation {as judged in camera 
by the Dissertation Committee, with the ex ternal review er normally voti ng in absentia, and 

possibly attended by an o utsid e ob server appointed by the Dean of the Graduate School), the 

student m ust f i le such copies as t he Department and / or Grad uate School may requ ire (including 

electronic versio ns) and must submit t he Abst ract of the work in an acceptable form for 

p ub l icatio n in Dissertation Abstracts. 
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