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Architecture, M.Arch. 

¢ Return co: Undergraduate & Graduate Degrees 

In the Un ited States, most state registrat ion boards req uire a degree from an accred ited professional 
degree program as a p rerequisi te for l icensure. The National Arch itectural Accrediting Board (NAAB), 
which is the sole agency a ut ho rized to accred it U.S. professiona l d egree programs in archit ecture, 
recognizes three types of degrees: the Bachelo r of Arch itecture, t he Master of Architect ure, and the 

Doctor of Architeccure. A prog ram may be granced a six - year, chree- year, or two- year term of 

accred itation, depend ing on the extent of it s conformance w it h established educat ional standard s. 

Doctor of Architecture and Master of Architecture degree programs may consist of a p re- professional 

undergraduate degree and a professional graduate degree that, when earned sequentially, constit ute an 

accred ited profess iona l educat ion. However, the pre- professional d egree is not, by itself , recognized as 

an accred ited degree. 

T he University of Louisiana at Lafayette Schoo l of Arch itecture and Design offers the following NAAB­

accred ited degree programs: M.Arch (pre- professional d egree + 45 cred its). 

Next accreditation v isit for the University of Louisiana at Lafayette School of Architecture and Design is 

20 14. 

Admissio ns 

The fol lowing criter ia are used for evaluation for regular admission: undergraduate overal l gr ade 

point average of at least a 3.0 (on a 4 .0 scale), maj o r grade point averag e of at least a 3.0 (on a 4 .0 

scale), portfolio of architectu ral design work for candidates wit h previous architect ural education or 
ex perience, satisfactory Graduate Reco rd Examinat ion general sco re, and three letters of 

recommendation. 

Course Requirements 

Cand idates for the Master of Archi tecture w ill be placed in one of three tracks determined by the 

candidate's undergraduate degree. 

l . Track A is for student s w ith a Bachelor of Science in Architectural Studies degree or equivalent 
from an instit ution with an accredi ted (NAAB) profe ssional degree. Underg raduate transcripts w ill 

be reviewed to ensure cand idates have comp leted coursework that meets the NAAB Studem 

Perfo rmance Criteria. It may be necessary to complete prepar atory coursework to ensure the 

Cr iteria have been completed. Students in track A must complete 45 credit hours as defined 

below. 

2. Track B is for students with a bachelo r' s degree in a discipline other than architectu re, a degree 

from a non- accred ited (NAAB) institution or for those wh o have coursework that does not meet 

the NAAB Student Performance Criter ia. Addit ional undergraduate cou rsework may be required . 

Stud ent s in track B must complete a minim um of 87 cred it hours as defined below . 

3. T rack C is for st ud ent s w ith a bachelor' s d eg ree in a discipl ine related to architecture and from 
an accred ited insti tut ion. It may be necessary for stud ents to take preparato ry o r under graduate 

coursework to meet spec ific course prerequisites to ensure t he Student Performance Criteria 

have been completed . Students in track C m ust complete a minimum of 72 credit hours as 

defined below. 

T rack 8 and track C students w ill be required to submit a portfolio of work after the comp let ion of 
ARCH 40 5G 

The Master of Architectu re has a thesis o r non- t hesis opt ion. Thesis' option st udents must submit a 

Thes is Proposal to the Graduate Coord inator for approval prio r to the regular semester before 

enrolling in ARCH 599 Thesis Research and Thesis. The thesis opt ion requires a creative work or 



arch itectural design and a written thesis. The non- thesis Maste r' s Project option req ui res the 

complet io n of an archi tect ural design with a wr itten component. 

Track A - Completion of Pre-Profes sional Bachelor of 

Science in Architectural Studie s 

Required Cours es 

• ARCH 501 - Advanced Architectural Desig n 6 Credit(s) 

• ARCH 521 - Architectural History and Theory 3 Credit (s) 

• ARCH 532 - Advanced Building Systems 3 Cred i t (s) 

• ARCH 502 - Advanced Arch itectural Design II 6 Cred i t (s) 

• ARCH 530 - Urban Theory 3 Credit(s) 

• ARCH 560 - Theory in Architecture 3 Credit(s) 

• ARCH 565 - Architectural Research and Programming 3 Cred i t(s) 

• ARCH 540 - Architectural Practice 3 Cred it(s) 

• ARCH 509 - Master 's Proj ect 6 Credi t(s) 

or 

• ARCH 599 - Thesis Research and Thesis 3 -9 Credit(s) 

• ARCH Elective, 3 cou rses 

(to be chosen in consultation w it h academic advisor) 

Total: 45 cr edits 

Track B-Completed Bachelor's Degree in Another Field 

Required Cour ses 

• ARCH 403G - Principles of Design 6 Credit(s) 

• ARCH 404G - Principles of Build ing Components 6 Credi t(s) 

• ARCH 534 - Systems of Constructio n II 3 Credit(s) 

• ARCH 40 5G - Principles of Build ing Desig n 6 Cred it(s) 

• ARCH 531 - Bui lding Systems 3 Credit(s) 

• ARCH 409G - Ar chitectural Desig n V 6 Credi t(s) 

• CIVE 335 - Structural Engineering I 3 Cred i t(s) * 
• ARCH 41 0G - Ar chitectural Design V1 6 Credit(s) 

• ARCH 464G - Professional Pract ice and Contract Documents 3 Cred it(s) 

• CIVE 336 - Structural Engineering II 3 Cred i t(s) "' 

• ARCH 501 - Advanced Architectural Design 6 Credit(s) 

• ARCH 521 - Architectural History and Theory 3 Cred i t (s) 

• ARCH 532 - Advanced Building Systems 3 Cred i t (s) 

• ARCH 502 - Advanced Architectural Desig n II 6 Credit(s) 

• ARCH 530 - Urban Theo ry 3 Credit(s) 

• ARCH 560 - Theory in Architecture 3 Cred it(s) 

• ARCH 565 - Architectural Research and Programming 3 Credi t(s) 

• ARCH 540 - Architectural Pract ice 3 Credit(s) 

• ARCH 509 - Master 's Proj ect 6 Credi t(s) 

or 

• ARCH 599 - Thesis Research and Thesis 3 -9 Credit (s) 

• ARCH Elective, 3 co urses 

(to be chosen in consu ltation w it h academic advisor) 

N OTE 

"'Undergraduate p reparatory course - does not count toward gr aduate degree. 

Total: 8 7 graduate and 6 undergradua t e c r edits 



Tr ack C-Complete d Bach elor's Degree in Rela te d Field 

Required Courses 

• ARCH 40 5G - Principles of Build ing Design 6 Credit (s) 

• CIVE 335 - Struct ural Engineering I 3 Credi t(s) 

• ARCH 409G - Ar chitectural Desig n V 6 Credi t(s) 

• ARCH 41 OG - Ar chitectural Design V1 6 Cred it(s) 

• ARCH 464G - Profess ional Pract ice and Contract Documents 3 Credi t (s) 

• CIVE 33 6 - Struct ural Engineering II 3 Credi t(s) ,.. 

• ARCH SO l - Advanced Architectural Design 6 Credit(s) 

• ARCH 502 - Advanced Architectural Desig n II 6 Credit(s) 

• ARCH 501 - Advanced Architectural Design 6 Credit(s) 

• ARCH 50 2 - Advanced Architectural Desig n II 6 Credit(s) 

• ARCH 521 - Architectural History and Theory 3 Credi t (s) 

• ARCH 532 - Advanced Building Systems 3 Cr edit (s) 

• ARCH 560 - Theo ry in Architecture 3 Credit(s) 

• ARCH 530 - Ur ban Theo ry 3 Credit(s) 

• ARCH 565 - Architectural Research and Programming 3 Credit(s) 

• ARCH 540 - Architectural Pract ice 3 Credit(s) 

• ARCH 509 - Master 's Proj ect 6 Credi t(s) 

or 

• ARCH 599 - Thesis Research and Thesis 3 - 9 Credit(s) 

• ARCH Elective, 4 courses 
(to be chosen in co nsu ltation w i th academ ic advisor) 

N OTE 

*Undergraduate p redatory cou rse - does not count towa rd graduat e deg ree. 

Total: 72 graduate a n d 6 under g r adu a t e c r edit s 
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