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Francophone Studies , Ph.D . 

¢ Return co: Undergraduate & Graduate Degrees 

T he docto ral program in Francop hone Studies is des igned to provide a broad knowledge o f t he 

Francophone wor ld, including France, Francophone Europe, Quebec, Acadia, Louisiana, the Antilles and 
Haiti, Sub- Sahara n Africa, the Ind ian Ocean, the Maghreb, and t he Med iterranean. The program offers a 
variety of approaches: l iterary, linguist ic, crit ical, ethnographic, and historical. Courses offered through 

the departments of History, Socio logy and Anthropology, and English (Folk lore) complement those 

taught in the French and Francophone Stud ies Pr ogram. 

Admissio n 

Applicants co the d octoral program in Francophone Studies shou ld normally possess t he M.A. degree 

in French. Fo reign degrees w ill be evaluated individually for equivalency. Students must remedy any 

content deficiencies before taki ng the comprehens ive examinat ions. Applicants must subm it a 

dossier composed o f their Master's Thesis in French o r two research p ape rs in French dealing with 

crit ical interpretations of literary, l inguistic or ethnological issues. The dossier should include a li st o f 

special certif ications or d iplomas ob tained, articles published and paper s p resented. A sound 

record ing d emonstrat ing o ral proficiency in French is also requ ired for non- native speakers. 
Applicants must also provide official undergraduate and g raduate transcripts d emon strating solid 

academic p reparation for advanced work, as well as three letters of recommendation. Students 

lacking adequate preparation in l iterature o r language may be admitted condit ionally until t hey 

remedy any deficiencies. The GRE is not r equ ired for adm iss ion . 

Advising 

T he graduate coord inator initially acts as the student's primary advisor until t he stud ent selects a 

d issertation d irector and , in consultation w it h the director, forms a d issertat ion comminee. The 

stud ent's committee then serves as an add it ional source for advice and academic planning through 

the complet ion of the degree. 

Requirements 

A. In order to attain an approp riate level of competence in Francophone li terature, cu lture and 

civili zat ion, candidates for the d octo rate must complete a minimum of 72 post - baccalaureate 

semester credit hours including 24 hour s of disse rtation . At least 21 hours of the m inimal 48 
hours of course work must be taken after the M.A. comprehensive examinations or after 

completion of t he M.A. thes is. 

Students m ust maintain a 3 .0 grad e point average with no g rade lower t han C. A stud ent with 

two grades of C or any g rade below a C becomes inel igible to continue g raduate work. 

B. A minimum of 48 hours past the bachelor's leve l must be in courses at the 400(G), 500 and 600 

levels. At least half of these hours must be earned at t he 500 and 600 levels. 

Students must complete at least 21 g raduate credit hours past the M.A. level. All students a re 
required to take FREN 500 - Atelier Pratique (1 credit), FREN 541 Atel ier De Ml?:thod ologie (2 

cred its), and FREN 540 Cr it ique u tter aire (3 cred its). Deficiencies in t hese areas must be made 

up during the first year . 

C. Stud ents wil l be responsible for mastering a basic list of r equired readings in each of five 

selected areas. In all other areas, students will be r espons ib le for mastering a min imum list of 

required reading s. 

0. In addit ion to a command of Fr ench and Engl ish, the student must demonstrate reading 

p roficiency in two other languages o r advanced proficiency in one other language. The language 

requirement for each student will be determined by the student·s g raduate comm ittee; th e other 
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language(s) selected tor study snou ld be relevant to t ne studenrs specit1c area ot researcn. 

E. After completing the coursework and the la ng uage exam, all students will take the 
comprehensive examination which will include written examinations in each of five se lected 
a reas of concentratio n based on the student's coursework and the department's reading list. On 
the bas is of performance on these examinatio ns, the student will be (1) passed uncond itionally, 
(2) req uired to take addit ional written examinatio ns in a reas found to be deficie nt, or (3) 

d ro pped from the program. Students dropped from the program may ap peal to the Fra ncop hone 
Studies Graduate Fac ulty for reconsideration . Students may reta ke these examinations o nly once. 
Successful written examinations will be followed by an ora l examinatio n which will focus on the 
five selected areas of concentration and which may a lso cover other areas of the reading list. 

F. After completing the com prehe nsive examination, a student will select an area of specia lizat io n 
a nd, in consultatio n wit h t he appro priate faculty membe rs in that field, a top ic for research, as 
we ll as a d irector for t he dissertation. The stude nt a nd the d irector will the n se lect the stude nt's 
d issertation committee . Afte r successfu lly completing the comprehens ive examinatio ns, the 
student must also su bm it a d issertation prospectus. The director a nd all members of the 
student's dissertation comm ittee must a pprove the prospectus. When the d issertation is 
completed and approved by the d issertation co mmittee, the committee will conduct a fi nal oral 
defense of the dissertation . 
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