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Undergraduate Degree Requirements 

A. De gre e Plan 

B. Application for Degree 

C. General Ed ucation Requirements 

D. Resid ence Requirements 

E. Quantitat ive Requirements 

F. College Requirements 

G. Restrict ive Requirements as to Val id ity of 

Cred its 

A. Degree Pla n 

H. Req uirements for a Seco nd Baccalaureate 

Degree 

I. Req uirements for Simultaneous Degrees 

J. Req uirements for a Double Maj or 

K. Commencemenc Exercises 

L Attendance at Commence ment Exercises 

M. Financia l Ob ligations 

N. Hono rs Baccalaureate Degree 

l. Students a re responsible for submitting a degree plan to t he office of the d ean d uring the s emeste r 

immed iately p reced ing the semeste r or session in wh ich graduatio n is expected. 

2. Students should init iate t he deg ree pla n with their acad em ic advisor. 

3. The maximal period of t ime for which the provis io ns of any catalog ma y be used in prep aring a 
deg ree plan is six years. Students who began their degree prog ra ms s ix o r more years p rior to the 
date of t heir antic ipated graduatio n must consult t he dean to dete rmine whic h catalog s hould be 

used for t he pre paration of the de gree plan. 

4. This deg ree pla n is to include a ll courses in wh ic h the student is curre ntly en ro lled and a ll courses 
that m ust be completed in order to fulfill all degree requirements. The deg ree p la n is to be 
a pproved in writing by the student's advisor, de partment head, a nd academ ic dea n. 

5. Once a pproved, any changes must be requested in writing by the student's academic advisor and 

a pproved by the department head and the dean of the student's co llege. 

B. Application for Degr ee 

A candidate for a deg ree is requi red to file a forma l application for that d egree in his / her final s emester 
or session of e nrollment wit h the Office of his / her Academic Dean prior to the deadline listed in the 

Univers ity Cale ndar. This form and other associated documents a re available from the Office of the 
Registrar. 

C. Gen e ral Education Requirem e nts 

1. The Univers ity requires that all students complete a s pec ified set of 41 credit hours of general 
ed ucation courses (the "core curricu lum1 in the cou rse of t heir baccalaure ate degree p rogram . 
Thirty- six of the 4 1 hours are also mand ated by t he Louis iana Boa rd o f Regents. These cou rses are 
selected lO e nsure that all g raduates achieve a common set of learning outcomes. General 
ed ucation req uirements a re founded on the tradit iona l liberal arts and scie nces curriculum, 
p rovid ing breadth across the hu manities, a rt s, socia l sciences, and biological a nd physical s ciences, 
while teaching compete nce in technology, communication, crit ical t hin king a nd analytica l skill s. 

Specific general educat ion re quirements are explaine d in the section of t he Undergraduate Catalog 
e ntitled "Academic Esse ntials : Co re Curriculum: 

2. Students who have a d ocumented d isability and who a re registe red with the Univers ity' s Office of 

Disability Services may a ppeal for a su bstitutio n o r waive r of a particular gene ra l ed ucation 
requireme nt t hat they believe they cannot fulf ill because of their d isab ility. The student's appeal 
s hould be presented in writing, with substantiating d ocumentatio n, to the Director of the Office o f 
Disability Services, who will present the appeal to t he Dean of the student's Colle ge. The Dean, in 
consu ltation with the Directo r of Di sability Services and the Dean of the College which offers the 
ge nera l ed ucat ion course, will evaluate the me rit of the appeal. The Dean will conside r severa l 
factors in d etermining whethe r the substitutio n or waive r will be g ranted , including , for example, 
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requirement to t he student's majo r program; evidence that the stude nt has taken advantage of all 
accommodacions and support availa ble in prior attempts to meec che requirement ; ecc. The Dean 
may a lso co nsu lc with faculty having ex pe rcise in t he a rea, if necessary. If t he student's Dean 
decides in favor of the substitut ion or waiver, the Dean will determine the appropriate curricular 
action. 

If the student wishes to appeal the decision of the Dean, he or she may file a written appeal to the 
Committee on Academic Affairs and Standards. The CAAS will review a ll documentation and 
interview the Dean who made the decis ion in the case before rendering a dec is ion on t he appeal. 
The CAAS will inform both t he student and the student's academic dean of it s decisio n. 

D. Residence Requirements 

1. Bacca laureate Degrees 
a. A student, in o rder to be eligible for the baccalaureate degree, sha ll be req uired to earn the 

last 30 hours, applicable toward the degree, in residence as a major in the academic college 
from which the degree is sought. 

b. In the case of a student transferring from o ne co llege in t he Univers ity to anot he r college in the 
University, the dean of t he student's new college, with t he concurrence of the student's former 
dean, may waive the requirements for residence as a major referred to in l .a . 

c. In no case may a student earn a baccalaureate degree from the University unless at least 2596 
of the required degree hours a re earned at t he Unive rs ity of Louisiana at Lafayette. 

2. Upon presentation of evidence of extenuating circumstances, the student's academic dean may 
waive up to 6 semester ho urs of the requirements in D. l above. 

3. If a st udent has already co mpleted any 30 semester ho urs in res idence in a college, the s tude nt may 
appeal t o the University's Commin ee o n Academic Affairs and Standards for a waiver of add itional 
hours beyond the 6 hours provided in D.2 above. 

4. A student who has completed at least 90 semester hours in a p re- professional curriculum in t he 
University and who subsequently comple tes, at an accred ited professio nal school, t he req uirement s 
as specified in t hat degree program, and all other requirements for a baccalaureate deg ree at the 
University of Lou is iana at Lafayette, (including the University core), may be granted the appropriate 
underg raduate degree from the College that houses the pre- professional curricu lum. 

5. In add ition to the residency requirements above, the University usually req ui res t hat 25% of the total 
hours required for the degree be comple ted in the student's major or a rea of specialization. The 
ge nerally accepted ru le is that fifty percent of courses in the major a rea of specia lizatio n must be 
completed at t he Unive rsity of Louisia na at Lafayette. A minimum of l 2 hours of this requirement 
must be at t he upper leve l. The student is refe rred to the introductory section of the appropriate 
college for more specific information. 

E . Quantitative Requirements 

l. In orde r to qualify for a baccalaureate deg ree, a student is required to complete all co urses 
p rescribed by the degree prog ram which s / he has e lected , or the ir equivalent, as ind icated in the 
Catalog in effect at the time s / he ente red t he deg ree program. Any variation, including 
subst itutions and/ or waive r of courses, must be approved in writ ing by t he student's academic 
dean. If a student changes his o r her degree program choice, s / he is req uired to follow the degree 
p rogram as printed in the Cata log in effect at the t ime of the change. With pe rmissio n of his o r he r 
academic dean a student may be a llowed to e lect to work under the current Catalog. 

a. A transfe r student normally will follow the deg ree program as printed in the Catalog in effect at 
the time of entry into t his Univers ity. With written permission from t he st udent's academic 
dean, it is possible for a transfer student to follow the degree prog ram as p rinted in t he 
University of Lou is iana at Lafayette Cata log in effect at the time of the st udent's origina l entry 
into t hat deg ree program at t he inst itutio n from which the student is transferring . Transfe r 
students who e lect the latte r opt ion must p rovide appro priate documentation ind icating the 
origina l date of entry into the degree program choice . 

b. The maximal period oftime for which t he provisio ns of any Ca talog may be co nsidered valid is 
s ix years. Student s who began a degree program six o r more years p rior to t he date of t he ir 
anticipated g raduation must consult t he ir academic dean to determine wh ich Catalog must be 
followed. 

c. Any student not in attendance for two or more success ive regular semeste rs (exclud ing 
summer sessio ns or inter- sessio ns) is required to follow t he degree prog ram as printed in the 
Catalog in effect at the time of his / he r re - entry into the Unive rsity. Any exce ption to this 
regulatio n must be approved in writing by the student's academic dean. 

2. The absolute minimal requ irements for graduatio n are an adj usted g rade po int ave rage of at least 
2 .0 as defined in sect ion VI.E and· 

a. All studen ts a re required to complete at least 45 semeste r hours in advanced leve l courses, 
i.e., 3xx and 4xx level. 

l . The Unive rsity of Louis iana at Lafayette will recogn ize course credits from regio nally 
accredited baccalaureate (4 - yea r) institutions at the level at which t hey were taught at the 
c red it- granting institution. 
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2. The University of Louis iana at Lafayette will recogn ize lower level course credit s, i.e., 1 xx 

and 2xx, award ed by regionally accredited j unio r and community colleges. 

3. The University of Louis iana at Lafayette will not recognize up per leve l course credi ts, i.e., 

3xx and 4xx, awarded by a regional ly accr ed ited junior or commu nity college, for credi t 
toward a d egree. 

4. When t ransfer c red its are received at t he lower level but the cour se i s taught at the 

advanced level at t he University of Louisiana at Lafayette, the Dean may substi tute up to 
six semester hours of transfer credit for six semester hours o f advanced level cred its in 

fulf illing the 45 hour requirement. 

b. When a stud ent is required t o take developmental o r prerequisite cou rses which are not l isted 

in his/ her d egree program, these hours are added to the mi nim um hours refe renced in a. and 

b . above. 

c. The minimum number of hours required for a major or area of specialization u sual ly is 2596 of 

the total required hours, 24 of wh ich must be in courses above the I 00 level. 

3. The maximum total of semester credit hours required for a baccalaureate degree is one- hund red 
twenty (120) as of Fall 201 1. Fifty- five percent of t he total hours may be in the major and/ or area 

of special ization . 

a. Certain prog rams may require more than 120 semester hour s, as requ ired by accred itation of 

certification. 

b. Certain prog rams may l imit the number of hours in the majo r and / o r area of specialty. 

c. Exceptions to the established maxima must be approved by t he Committee on Academic 

Affair s and Standards. 

4. Academic co lleges eit her require o r al low a st udent to comp lete a minor area of spec ia lizat ion in 

the student's deg ree program. A minor is established by a co l lege upon approval of the Vice 

President for Academ ic Affairs. A minor that includes courses from more than one co l lege must 

receive administrative approval of t he dean(s) of the co llege(s) whose cour ses are included i n the 

minor, as well as approval of the Assistant Vice President for Academic Affairs. Information 

regard ing approved college m inor s is available from the colleges. 
a. A minor must consist of at least 18 credit hou rs of cou rsework . 

b. At least 6 hours of cred it toward the minor must be at the 300- 40 0 level. 

c. At least 6 hours of cred it toward the minor must be taken at UL Lafayette. 

d . Students must meet al l requirements and p rerequisites l isted in the catalog for al l courses in 

the mino r. 

e. T he minor descript ion must specify which , if any, general education courses can be double­
counted, toward general educat ion requirements and toward the minor. 

f. All minors are governed by the college that houses t he discipl ine o f the m inor, and in the case 

of cross- college interd iscipl inary minors, the p rimary col lege of the minor. The dean of that 
col lege wil l have final say over the contents, r ules, minimu m performance standards and 

availability of the minor, and any course substitutions or other d eviations from t he curriculum 

specif ied for the m inor. 

g . At a m in imum, a student must have at least a 2 .0 cumulative g rade point average with no more 
than one D in the mino r area to complete t hat mino r. 

h. Comp let ion of a minor wil l be noted on the st udent 's transcr ipt. 

i. Each co l lege may specify whether students in that co llege are requi red to have a minor to 

graduate . 

j . Minor s w il l not be awarded retroactively af ter gradu ation. 

F. College Requirements 

A candidate must meet all quanti tative and qualitat ive requ irements set forth by the academic college 

and the academic department in which the degree is sought. 

G. Restrictive Requirements as to Validity of Credits 

l. The maximum number of combined semester hours cred it earned through advanced placement, 

cred it examination, and m il itary experience or service schools that may be counted toward a degree 

shall not exceed thirty hours. 

2. The minimal period during which credi ts earned in the University and elsewhere shal l be regard ed 

as applicable toward a deg ree without validation by cr ed it examination prescribed by t he 

appropr iate acad emic d ean shall be ten years. The academic dean may grant except ions to this 
regulation at his/ her d iscretion. 

H. Requirements for a Second Baccalaureate Degre e 

l . In order to become el ig ib le for a second baccalaureate degree after having received a first 

baccalaureate deg ree, a student shall be requir ed to (1) repeat the mi nimum r esidence requirement 

as described in IX.C above, (2) earn a m inimum of thirty add itional semester hours of college credi t 

in residence, (3) maintain at least a 2.0 adj usted grade point average on the addi t ional hours 

p ur sued, and (4) meet all other general and specific qualitat ive and quant itative requirements for 



mat aeg ree. 

2. If the fi rst o r second degree is the Bachelo r of Ge neral Studies, then any courses counted in the 
major concentratio n a rea in the Genera l Stud ie s deg ree may not be counted in the majo r of the 
othe r degree, and vice ve rsa. 

3. Students who have earned a first baccalaureate degree in General Studies o r in any othe r discipline 
a re not e ligible for a second baccalaureate deg ree in General Studies. However, a ny student who 
feels that a second baccalaureate deg ree in General Stud ies would be beneficial to hi s / he r 
p rofessio na l develo pment may appeal to the Committee on Academic Affai rs and Standards for 
permission to pursue such a degree. In the appeal, the student must demonstrate that his / he r 
p rofessional goals could not be achieved by the fi rst degree or by a degree from another college at 
the Un iversity. 

4. The student will earn two baccalaureate deg rees and receive two d iplo mas; both deg rees will be 
listed o n t he student's officia l transcript . 

I. R equirements for Simultaneous Degrees 

l. In orde r to earn s imultaneous degrees, a student shall be required to (l) earn a minimum of t hi rty 
additional hours beyond those req uired for the primary degree; (2) maintain at least a 2.0 adjusted 
grade po int average on a ll course work required for both deg rees; and (3) meet all other genera l 
and specific qualitative and quantitative requ irements for both degrees. 

2. A student who decides to pursue s imu ltaneous degrees should seek written approval for 
s imultaneous degrees from the dean of the college which houses the two o r more deg ree p rograms, 
or from t he deans of the respective colleges housing the two o r more degree programs, shou ld t hey 
not be offered in a single college. Paperwork must be initiated in sufficient time to be completed 
and submitted prior to the student's final year of enrollment. Wh ile colleges will endeavor to 
accommodate s tudent requests for s imu ltaneous degrees , in some cases accreditatio n reg ulations 
and / o r existing enrollment demands may prevent approval being granted . 

3. Following the successful completion of the approval p rocess, the dean(s) should ensure that the 
student has been ass igned an academic advisor for each degree program. 

4. If the first o r second deg ree is the Bachelo r of General Studies then any courses counted in the 
major concentration area in the Genera l Stud ies deg ree may not be counted in the majo r of the 
othe r degree, and vice ve rsa. 

5. A student whose primary degree is in General Stud ies is not e ligible for simultaneous degrees in 
Genera l Stud ies. 

6. The student will earn two baccalaureate deg rees and receive two d iplo mas; both deg rees will be 
listed o n t he st udent's officia l transcript . 

J . Requirements for a Double Major 

l. A double major is defined as completion by a student of two majors in one baccalaureate prog ram, 
within one college o r across two colleges. 

2. A student who decides to pursue a double major shou ld see k written approval for a double major 
from the dean of the college which houses the two majors, o r from the deans of the respective 
colleges hous ing the two majo rs, should they not be offe red in a sing le college. While colleges will 
endeavor to accommodate student requests for double majors, in some cases accred itation 
regulatio ns and / o r existing enrollment demands may prevent approval be ing granted. 

3. The written request for a dou ble major sho uld label one of t he majors the ·primary" deg ree 
p rogram and one the "secondary" program. Copies of the s ig ned a pproval form sho uld be ke pt in 
the office(s) of the appropriate dean(s). 

4. Students seeking a double major may not declare General Studies as o ne o f t he selected majors. 

5. Following the successful completion of the approval p rocess, the Dean(s) sho uld ensure that th e 
st udent has been ass igned an academic advisor for each major. 

6. In orde r to earn a degree with a double major, a student shall be requ ired to complete a ll 
requirements of the primary degree program, complete all required majo r courses (includ ing all 
p re- and- co- requ is ites and other des ignated courses) in t he curriculum of the seco ndary major, 
meet the g rade requirements for each of t he majors, and submit a degree p lan for both majors 
according to g u idelines referenced in section IX.A above. 

7. The student will receive one baccalaureate degree (the primary degree prog ram); both majors will 
be listed on the student's transcript. 

K. Commencement Exercises 

Commencement Exe rcises are held three t imes a year: at the end of the Fall, Spring, and Summer 
Semestersession. The student's officia l transcript will show both a date of completio n and t he date 
awarded . 

L. Attendan ce a t Commencen1ent Exercises 

A candidate for a degree must pa rtic ipate in Commencement Exercises unless excused in writing by 
his / her academic dean. 
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M. Fina ncial Obligations 

A degree will not be conferred on any student who has not settled all f inancial obligations to the 
University o r who has not ret urned al l University property. 

N. Honors Bacca laureate Degree 

In order to qualify for an ho nors ba ccalaureate degree, a student m ust satisfy a ll no rmal res ide nce, 
q uantitative , a nd college requ irements for a baccalaureate deg ree as stipulated a bove, and, in addition, 
m ust satisfy the following special req uirements. 

l. Cand idates must have a minimal cumulative g rade- point average of at least 3.5. 

2. Candidates must comp lete at least twe lve semester ho urs o f departme nta l honors courses with an 
ave rage g rade of "g• (3.0) o r bette r. 

3. Candidates must comp lete at least two courses from among HONR 216, 22 1, HONR 325, HONR 

335, HONR 345, HONR 355, HONR 36 5, HONR 375, and HONR 385 with an average grade o f "B" 

(3.0) or better . 

a. T ransfer students o r students with advanced placement credit may apply t o the Directo r of the 

University Honor s Program for an evaluation of their p revious work or credit re lative t o the 
above requirements. 

b. Under special circumstances, student s of truly except ional ability may have certain of the 

above requ irements waived by unanimous consent of the Di rector of Hono rs, the student's 

Acad emic Dean, and the Academic Vice - President . 

4. Candidates must comp lete HONR 497 - Thesis Preparat ion, and at least four hours credit of HONR 

499 - Honor s Thesis. 

5. Candidates must file a formal applicat ion for the honors degree with both their Academic Dean and 

the Director of Hono rs before t he deadline li sted in the Unive rs ity Calendar. 

6. Candidates must pass an oral examination over the thesi s project to be conducted by the thesis 

committee. 
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