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Accounting, M.S. 

¢ Return co: Undergraduat e & Graduate Degrees 

Mis sio n 

The Master of Science (MS) in Accounting program supports the missions of che Un iver sity of 

Louisiana at Lafayette and the 8. I. Moody Ill College of Business Administrat io n. Specifical ly, the 

mission of the MS in Accounting program is to provide a quality graduate- level accounting 
ed ucat ional experience for students in the Acadiana and Gulf South regions w ho possess an 

undergraduate degree in account ing. 

Objective 

The obj ective of the program is to provide students w ith addit ional in- depth exposure to the 

accounting and b usiness top ics crit ical for success in t he w orkfor ce and also to provide stud ents with 

a structured , value- added path toward ach ieving the necessary cred it hours to be licensed as a 

Certified Publ ic Acco untant (CPA) in the State of Louisiana. (Requirements to sit for the CPA exam and 

lO be l icensed as a CPA vary by state. Students are responsible for checking the requ irements for 

their particu lar state.) 

Excit ing and dynamic, accounting careers afford ambi t ious p rofessionals unlimited career 

possibilit ies and opportun it ies. T he educational exper ience provided by MS in Accounting program 

ex tend s the d epth and breadth of the acco unting and business knowledge gained at the 

undergraduate level as well as t he professional skills necessary for a successfu l professional career. 
This experience includes enhancing t heoret ical knowledg e, mastering techn ical skills, enhancing 

p rofessional competencies, developing pro blem solving abilit ies, and exte nd ing beyond the 
classroom to include inte ract ions w ith the account ing and business communities. 

The MS in Account ing p rogram is desig ned primar ily for students w it h u ndergraduate degrees in 

accounting . St udents with und erg raduate d egrees in no n- accounting business p rograms or in non­

b usiness areas will require add itional cou rsework to complete t he program. How eve r, the courses 

offered in t his acco unt ing prog ram provide qual it y acco unting education to non- accounting graduate 

stud ents who choose to increase t heir knowledge of accounting and who possess the requir ed course 

p rerequisi tes. 

The Depart ment of Accounting' s g raduate fac ul ty members are act ively eng aged in scho larly research 

as w ell as professio nal act ivit ies, ensuring t hat t he program's cu rricul um is current and relevant. 

Faculty members also fulfi ll university and profe ss io nal se rvice responsibi l it ies while maintainin g 

close t ies with accounting and business firm s located within the Acadiana and Gulf South regio ns. 

Prere q u isites 

To be considered for regular admission, an appl icant must have an undergraduate deg ree from an 
accred ited American insti tution, submit acceptable test sco res on the Graduate Manag ement 

Admission Test (GMAT), and meet the admissio n standards and other regulations of the UL Lafayette 

Graduate School. The GMAT may, at the d isc ret ion of the Program Director , be waived for students 

with an undergraduate GPA in accounting of 3.25 o r greater. The GRE may be accepted in l ieu of the 

GMAT depending upon the st udent's underg raduate majo r. Students whose fir st language is not 

English must, in addi t io n, submit scores from the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) or 

the Internatio nal Eng l ish Lang uage Test ing System (IELTS) and demonstrate to t he Grad uate 

Coord inator an appropr iate worki ng and speak ing level of Eng li sh . 

T he maj or ity of students entering the Master of Science in Accounting program will possess an 
underg raduate degree in accounting. Appl icants w ith a no n- accounting degr ee will be accepted into 



the program upon complet ion of the fol lowing prerequisite accounting courses o r their equivalents: 

• ACCT 301 - Intermed iate Accounting I 3 Credit(s). 

• ACCT 30 2 - Intermed iate Accounting II 3 Cred i t (s). 

• ACCT 303 - Intermed iate Accounting Ill 3 Credi t(s). 

• ACCT 305 - Managerial Cost Accounting 3 Cred it(s). 

• ACCT 409G - Auditing 3 Credit(s). 

• ACCT 420 - Tax Account ing 3 Credit(s). 

Cou rse Requir ements 

T he Master of Science in Accounting p rogram consi sts of 30 hours and is des igned to be completed 

in ap proximately one year by a full - t ime student. The requirements may resu lt in an i ncrease in 

semester hours d epend ing upon the und erg raduate accounting courses prev iously completed . The 

p rogram is d esigned to maximize student flex ib i li ty of scheduling w ith most graduate accounting 

courses d esigned to be offered without g raduate level prerequisites. 

There is no thesis requirement. A candidate may be subj ect to a comprehensive examination. Prior to 

admission and throughout t he prog ram, the student must demonstrate proficiency in writ ing and 
speak ing English and must demonstrate computer and spread sheet competency through p revious 

course work or exper ience. 

Cu r riculum 

The curricu lum for the Master of Science in Accounting program is as follows: 

Required Accounting Cou rses (15 h ou rs) 

• ACCT 505 - Managerial Cost Accounting 3 Cred i t(s). 

• ACCT 516 - Ethical and Social Responsibility for Accountants 3 Credi t(s). 

• ACCT 525 - Selected Topics in Advanced Income Tax 3 Credit(s). 

• ACCT 531 - Theory of Accounting 3 Cred i t(s). 

• ACCT 546 - Audi t ing Theory and Standard s 3 Credit(s). 

Required Data Ana lytics Course (3 h ours) 

Se lect one course from the fol lowing courses: 

• INFX 500 - Introduction to Informatics 3 Credit(s). 

• INFX 530 - Database and Network Syst ems 3 Credit(>). 

• BSAT 510 - Data Analysis 3 Credit(s). 

• BSAT 518 - Management of Information Techno logy 3 Credi t(s). 

• Other data analyt ics g raduate cour se as approved by Graduate Coordinator. 

Elective Accoun ting Courses (6 h ours ) 

• To be selected from ex isting 500- level accounting courses with the except ion of ACCT 526 

and ACCT 522. 

Other Electives (6 h ours) 

To be selected from ex isting 500 - level Accounting courses (except for ACCT 526 and ACCT 522), 

non- Accounting College of Business Admini stration courses, and / or Informatics (INFX) courses. 
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