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Biology, M.S. 
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The Master of Science prog ram has a t hesis and a non- thesis track. The thesis track is recommended for 
students interested in pursu ing addit ional graduate t raining and careers in research. The non- thesis 

track is recommended for students seeking a terminal g raduate degree for a career that does not req uire 
research experience and for those interested in future study at a profess ional schoo l. Students admitted 

under one track may switch to t he other w ith ap proval of t he Graduate Studies Committee. 

Prerequisites 

Prerequisites for acceptance into a master's deg ree program in bio logy typical ly include 32 semester 

hours of basic cou rses in biology. A stud ent who is deficient in one or more areas of bio logy may, at 

the d iscret ion of t he advisory committee, be required to make up the deficiency. An undergraduate 

grade- point average of at least 3.0, a satisfactory Graduate Record Examination gener al score, and 

three support ive len ers of recom mendation are among the criter ia evaluated for regula r admission. 

Requirements 

Thesis Track 

The Thesis Track requires a minimum of 3 0 hours of courses approved for graduate cred it, 

including not more than 6 hour< devoted to t hesis. Of the 24 non- thes is hour<, at least 18 must 
be from courses in the Department of Bio logy. At least 12 of the non- thesis hours must be i n 

courses at the 500 level o r above, including 2 hours of the Graduate Seminar in b iology. Students 

wil l also take l hour of Colloqui um in Bio logical Science each semester t hey are i n residence; this 
course does not count toward t he cred it hour s required for the degree. A research t hesis is 

required of all students and a f inal examination in defense of the thesis is conducted by the 

stud ent's Advi sory Committee. 

Non-Thesis Track 

The Non -Thesis Track requires a minimum of 36 hours of courses ap proved for gr aduate credit, 

includ ing not more t han 3 hours devoted to Advanced Problems (BIOL 560 , BIOL 561 , or BIOL 

564). Thes is hours (BIOL 599) cannot be applied to thi s requirement. At least 30 hours must be 

from courses in the Department of Biology. At least 18 hours must be in cour ses at t he 500 level 

or above, includ ing 2 hours o f the Graduate Seminar i n bio logy. St udents will also take 1 hour of 
Colloquium in Biological Science each semester t hey are in residence; this cour se d oes not count 

toward the cred it hours required for the degree. At least 3 hours of graduate course work must be 

completed in a science other t han bio logy. Students are required to pass written and o ral 

comprehensive examinations conduct ed by the student's Examination Committee. 
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