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Criminal Justice, M.S. 

¢ Return co: Undergraduate & Grad uate Degrees 

Degree Awarded: Master of Science 

The Master of Science degree program in Criminal Justice is designed to build a student's individual, 

agency and community capaci ty to understand, prevent , intervene and respond innovat ively to j uveni le 
delinquency and cr ime, using evidence- based pract ices and policies, in ways that ensure just ice. 

Through intensive scudy, students will be prepared for a w ide range of posicions requ iring an advanced 

degree. Upon complecion of our program you will be prepared to enter leadership posit ions as well as 

facilitate program d evelopment, im plementation and analysis wi thin various g overnment, private-for ­

p rofit and non- prof it agencies that compr ise the complex j ust ice syst em . The program also provides 

advanced t heoret ical knowledge and research skills and experience necessary for entering instructo r­

level positions in criminal j ust ice w it hi n institutions of higher education or for enter ing a doctoral 

p rogram. 

Ad m issions 

In add it ion to the general admission requirement s of the Graduate School, admission to the Master's 

p rogram in the Criminal Justice requires: 

• Successful completion of an underg raduate research methods course with in a social science 

d iscipline (Cr iminal Justice, Socio logy, Polit ical Science, Psychology, or the equ ivalent) . If admitted 

without this, students wil l be requ ired to enroll in and complete CJUS 301 during th eir f i rst 

semester of g raduate study; although requ ired, this cou rse will not be applicable to t he M.S. degree 

in Cr im inal Just ice. 

• Submission of a per sonal statement. 

Course Re quirements 

T he M.S. program in Cr iminal Justice offers both thesis and non- thesis option s. The thesis opt ion 

requires completion of 33 hours of graduate level work and the non- th esis option requires comp let ion 

of 36 hours of g raduate level work . 

Both t he thesis and non-thesis opt ions require complet ion of the fol lowing 5 graduate- level cou rses: 

CJUS 505 , CJUS 5 10 , CJUS 561, CJUS 590, a nd CJUS 591. 

The thes is option requires an additional 6 c redit hours of CJUS 599, 6 cred it hou rs of gr aduate- level 

CJUS elective work, and 6 credi t hours of e leccive coursework to be chosen from g raduate- level cour ses 

in CJUS, POLS, PSYC, a nd / o r SOCI. 

The non- thesis opt ion requires an ad d it ional 1 5 credit hours of graduate- level CJUS elective coursework, 

and 6 cred it hours of elective cou rsework to be chosen from g raduate- level courses in CJUS, POLS, PSYC, 

and/ o r SOCI. All elect ive courses shou ld be ch osen in consultation wit h you comm ittee chair or the 

Graduate Coordinator . 

Note for Students in all Tracks : 

• No more t han 6 graduate cred it hours of 4XXG may be ap plied toward t he M.S. deg ree in Criminal 

Justice . 

• Students are encouraged to obtain permission from the in structor to enro l l in 4XXG cour se s outside 

of CJUS for g raduate c redit prior to enroll ing in the course. 

• CJUS 501 is a rotat ing topics course that may be taken m ul t iple t imes, but a specific CJUS 

501 course topic may be applicable to the degree only once. 

Procedures 



upon aomIssIon Imo m e LnmmaI Justice M .'::I. prog ram, sruaems w11I consu11 w Im m e u raouare 

Coord inator regarding scheduling of courses. The Graduate Coordinator wi ll assist student s in 

developing a cou rse plan based on the stud ent's career goals. The Gr aduate Coord inator w i ll assume the 

functions of comprehensive long- range planning and advise the student regard ing each semester 's 

registration. Students shall choose a committee chair and committee members no later than the end of 

the second semester of full- t ime study. The chair of the student 's committee shall gu ide the thesis 

p roject and preparation for comprehensive exams. It is expected that full - time students will complete all 
requirements for the M.S. degree in two years. 

Comprehens ive Examinations and Defens e of Thesis 

Upon complet ion of all cou rsework, all students in the M.5. program in Cr iminal Just ice are required to 

complete a comprehensive examination that includes written and or al components. Th is exam assesses 

student's theoret ical and factual knowledge in the core areas wi th the M.5. progr am. The wrinen section 

m ust be passed prior to tak ing the oral component of the exam. Students who have chosen lO pur sue 

the thesis opt ion will be required to pass an oral defense of their thesis upon its completion. The t hesis 
must be submitted to each committee member at least two weeks prio r the oral defense of t hesis. 

Required Courses 

• CJUS 505 - Seminar in Juvenile Prevent ion, Intervention and Rehab ilitative Programs 3 Credi t(s). 

• CJUS 51 0 - Seminar in Juvenile Justice 3 Credi t(s). 

• CJUS 56 1 - Seminar in Theo ries of Crime and Delinquency 3 Credi t(s). 

• CJUS 590 - Research Methods 3 Credit(s). 

• CJUS 59 1 - Program As sessment/ Evaluation Research 3 Credi t(s). 

Non-Thesis Option 

CJUS Elective (15 Credits) 

Choose a CJUS course at 500 - level. 

Elective (6 Credits) 

Choose from CJUS, POLS, PSYC, o r SOCI; must be a 400G+ course. 

Thes is Option 

• CJUS 599 - Thesis Research and Thesi s 3 -9 Credi t(s). 

CJUS Elective ( 6 Credits) 

Choose a CJUS cour se at 500 - level. 

Elective (6 Credits) 

Choose from CJUS, POLS, PSYC, o r SOCI; must be a 400G+ course. 
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