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12018·2019 Undergraduate and Graduate Academic Catalog 

English, M.A. 

¢ Ret urn co: Undergraduat e & Graduate Degrees 

The degree of Master of Arts w ith a maj o r in Eng lish is designed to sat isfy the needs of a var iety of 

students: t hose who wish to prepare themse lves for college teaching on t he freshman and sophomore 

levels o r for cont inuatio n into doctoral studies; those who are cur rent ly h igh school Eng lish teachers and 
wish to broaden t heir knowledge of their spec ialty; those who p lan to enter high school teach ing ; and 

those who wish to receive t raining in p rofessio nal writ ing . Students may concentrate in Eng l ish o r 

American l iterat ure and lang uage; in c reative or p rofessional writ ing ; in rheto ric; in linguist ics or TESOL 

stud ies; in folklo re; or in American cultu re, which emp hasizes Amer ican liter ature w it h add it ional 

coursework in other American stud ies such as histo ry o r socio logy. 

Admissions 

A student ap ply ing for acceptance into the g rad uate prog ram in English shou ld note the fol lowing 

polic ies: 

l . Graduat ion from an accredi ted university wi t h a mini mum overall average of 2. 75 and an average 

of 3.0 in al l Eng l ish co urses und ertaken is req uired . 

2. Submissio n of Grad uate Record Examination scores is req uired, although t he Grad uate Recor d 

Exam inat ion is no more t han one of several ind ices that pred ict success in English g rad uate 

stud ies. The Department will not, therefore, base ad missio n or rej ect io n solely o n t his scor e. 

Ap plicants should have a minimum of 12 hou rs of intermediate o r advanced lit eratu re courses 
on t ranscripts. The li terat ure subj ect test is opt ional. Appl icants must submi t a cri t ical wr it ing 

sample (l 0- 20 pages), a statement of purpose, and a curricu lum vitae. 

3. Internat ional students who are not nat ive speakers of English are required to have a minim um 

score of 60 0 o n the TOEFL. Those app lying for assistantships m ust also demonstrate or al 
fl uency. 

Course Requirements 

T he M.A. in Eng lish has both t hesis and non- t hesis t racks. For t he non- t hesis t rack, a minimum of 33 

hours of course wor k is requ ired; for the thesis t rack, course work ranges from 24 to 30 hours, plu s 

6 ho urs of t hesis credit. 

English offers several M.A. co ncentrat ions: Engl ish o r American literature and lang uage, creative o r 

p rofessional writi ng, rhetor ic, linguist ics, TESOL stud ies , folk lo re, and Amer ican Culture. 

Requirement s and cu rricu la for all concentratio ns and t hesis o r no n- thesis t rack s are avai lable from 

the Department of Eng lish. 

Language Requirements 

All students p ursuing t he M.A. degree in Engl ish, regardless of em phasis o r mi nor , must d emonstrate 

reading knowledge of an approved language other t han English in o ne of the follow ing ways: 

1. by successfu l comp let ion of a read ing knowledge examinatio n ad m inistered by t he Depart ment 

of Modern Lang uages; 

2. by p resent ing evidence of hav ing completed, wi thin the past six year s, the second semester , 
sophomore- level col lege course in any no n- Engl ish language with a g rade no lowe r t han C; 

3. by p resentatio n of a sat isfactory score in a particular language on the ETS Graduate School 

Foreign Language Test. 

Student s m ust satisfy the language req uirement befor e tak ing the compreh ensive ex amination. 
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M.A. Comprehensive Examination 

Successful complet io n of the M.A. Examinat ion in Eng lish is required of al l degree candidates o n the 

non- thes is track, except TESOL. Offe red eac h regu lar semester, the examina tio n co nsist s of a th ree­
and- a- half hour comprehensive written portion and a one- hour oral. A student may take the oral 

examination only after pass ing the written exam ination. The student must pass both t he written and 
the ora l compo nents to satisfy the d egree requirements. 

The written examinat ion consists of two co m po nents. The f i rst , which is standard for al l examinees, 

is d ev ised and evaluated by t he faculty M.A. Examinatio ns Committee accord ing to a pr escribed 

format. This format is po sted in the English Department office . The second component, which is 
tailored to reflect each stude nt's program of g raduate courses, is devised a nd evaluated by the 
st ud ent's fac ulty advisory committee. The student must pass both components to pass t he writte n 
portion of the M.A. Examination and t hus be elig ible to sta nd for the o ra l po rtio n, whic h is 
comprehens ive a nd is cond ucted by the student's advisory committee. Students who have cho sen the 
thesis track will present an o ral d efense of their t hesis, to be cond ucted by t heir thesis committee. 
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