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12018·2019 Undergraduate and Graduate Academic Catalog 

Nursing, M.S.N. , Psychiatric/ Mental Health 
Nurse Practitioner Concentration 

¢ Return to: Undergraduate & Grad uate Degrees 

The Psychiatric/ Mental Health Nur se Practit ioner MSN concentration prepares students to function in the 

role of a Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner in a variety of settings. St udents who successfully 

complete the MSN curr icu lum for the nurse p ractit ioner meet educat ional requirements to take the 
Psychiat ric Mental Health Nurse Practitio ner natio nal certification examination , and to apply for an 

advanced practice l icense. 

Program Description 

The Master of Science in Nu rsing (MSN) is offered through an affil iat io n with the Intercol legiate 

Consortium for a Master of Science in Nursing (ICMSN) . The curriculum is desig ned to p repare 

advanced practice nurses (nurse p ractit ioners) in Family Health or Psychiat ric/ Mental Heal th. The 

p rogram also offers a Nursing Ed ucation concentration t hat is designed to prepare nurses to teach in 

undergraduate nu rsing programs, and a Nursing Executive concentration to prepare n urse managers 

and administrators . 

Accreditation 

The master's degree program in nursing at Intercollegiate Co nso rt ium for a Maste r of Sc ience in 

Nursing (Consortium of McNeese State University, Nicholls State University, Southeastern 

Louisiana University, and University of Louisiana at Lafayette) is accredited by the Commission o n 

Col legiate Nursing Education , 6 55 K Street, NW, Suite 7 50 , Washington, DC 20001, 202 - 887-

6 791. The progr am is also fully approved by th e Louis iana State Board of Nursing . 

Prerequisites for Admission 

• A baccalaureate deg ree from an accredited underg rad uate p rog ram 

• A satisfactory GRE score 

• A minimum cumu lat ive undergrad uate g rade poim average of 2 .75 o n a 4.0 scale 

• Evid ence of immunizat ion 

• Completion of a physical assessment (across the l ifespan) course or evid ence of physical 

assessment ski lls (Required on ly for appl icants seeking admissio n t o the Nurse Practitio ner 

and Nur sing Ed ucation concentrations.) 

• Complet ion of an u nderg rad uate cou rse in i ntroductory statistics 

• Unencumbered Licensure as a reg istered nurse in Lou isiana 

T he MSN p rog ram reserves the right to li mit the number of students enrol led in nursing co urses 

to make the most effective use of t he educat io nal resources available. In the event that enrollment 

in these courses must be limited, students w i l l be selected by t hei r academic ranking based upon 
their cumulat ive GPA in graduate nursing courses. 

Degree Requirements 

To earn the Master of Science in Nursing w ith a concentrat ion in Psychiatric/ Mental Health Nurse 

Practitioner, the st udent must adhere to the followi ng degree plan req uirements: 

• earn a min imum of 48- 51 credi t hours: Psychiat ric Mental Health Nurse Pract it ioner 

concentration 

• ;:itr;:ii n ;:i m i nimum of fiOO n r Pt PntPrl clinic.:i1 hou r,;; 



• satisfactori ly comp lete a Focused Schola rly Proj ect o r Thesis 

• earn no less than a "B .. g rade in al l coursework 

o Note: Students who earn less t han a "B" g rad e in a course will be required to repeat that 

course. A course may be repeated on ly once . Courses with a grade of ·c· may not be 

applied toward the degree requirements. 

Semester 1 

• NURS 500 - Theoretical Found at ions of Advanced Nursing 3 Credit (s). 

• NURS 505 - App lied Statist ics for the Health Sciences 3 Credit(s). 

• NURS 517 - Pharmacotherapeutics for Advanced Pract ice Nursing 3 Credit(s). 

Total: 9 Credits 

Semester 2 

• NURS 502 - Generating Evidence for Nursing Practice 3 Credit(s). 

• NURS 50 7 - Health Assessment and Diagnost ic Reasoning for Advanced Practice 3 Credit(s). 

• NURS 508 - Diagnostic Considerations and Psychopharmacology for Psychiatric Disorder s. 3 

Credit(s). (Spring Only) 

Total: 9 Credits 

Semester 3 

• NURS 509 - Population - Based Primary Care 3 Credit (s). 

• NURS 518 - Pathophysiology for Advanced Prac t ice Nursing 3 Credit(s) . 

• NURS 590 - Psychotherapy for the Advanced Pr act ice Psychiatric Nurse 3 Credit (s). (Fal l Only) 

Total: 9 Cre dits 

Semester 4 

• NURS 591 - Advanced Nur sing Practice Psychiatr ic Mental Health I 5 Credit(s). (Sp ring Only) 

• NURS 599 - Thesis Research and Thesis 3-9 Credit(s). • 

* All MSN stud ents must com plete either NURS 59 9 - Thesis Research and Thesis OR NURS 59 5 -

Focused Scholarly Project . Stud ents who e lect to complete a t hes is must earn 6 hours o f NURS 
599 ap plicable to the total cred it hours required . Students who elect to complet e a focused 

scholarly proj ect must earn 3 hours of NURS 595 applicab le to the credit hour s required. 

Total: 5-8 Credits 

Semester 5 

• NURS 592 - Advanced Practice Nur sing : Psychiatric Mental Health II 5 Credit(s). (Fal l On ly) 

• NURS 595 - Focused Scholarly Project 3 Credit (s). * 

or 

• NURS 599 - Thesis Research and Thes is 3-9 Credit (s) . * 
*All MSN students must complete eit her NURS 599 - Thesi s Research and Thes is OR NURS 595 -

Focused Scholarly Project. Stud ents who e lect to complete a t hes is mu.st earn 6 hours o f NURS 

599 ap plicable to the total cred it hours required . Students who elect to complet e a focused 
scholarly proj ect must earn 3 hours of NURS 595 applicab le to the credit hour s required . 

Total: 8 Credits 

Semester 6 

• NURS 593 - Advanced Nursing Practice : Psychiatr ic Mental Health Ill 5 Credit(s). (Spring Only) 

• NURS 581 - Business, Leadership and Health Policy for Nur se Practi t ioners 3 Credit(s). 
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Total: 8 Credits 

Total: 48-51 Credits 
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