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Educational Leadership, Ed.D. 
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Th is doctoral program is a collaborative program offered j ointly by the University o f Louisiana at 
Lafayette and Southeastern Louisiana University. Students are expected to concentrate their work in 
several areas including educational leadership (management and instructional), educational research, 
and a specialty area. 

The K-1 2 Concentration is designed to produce educational leaders with the knowledge and skills to 
enhance the leadersh ip capacity in K- 12 school systems, as well as state and federal educational 
departments. The concentration is not designed to lead towards init ial Administrative Certif ication for 
the State o f Louisiana. Students who do not have a master's degree in school administration or t he 
equivalent, may be required to complete three to nine hours of coursework in educational 
administrat ion. 

The Higher Education Concentration is offered to individuals int erested in leadersh ip positions in 
higher education. Student s are expected to specialize their work in areas o f leadership, policy, 
management , and educat ional research. The concentration is designed to produce educational leaders 
with the knowledge and skill s to enhance the leadership capacity in h igher education. The concent ration 
is o ffe red in an Ex ecutive Format with Friday evening and Saturday face-to- face classes four times each 
semester supported by on line activit ies. In addition, special leadersh ip sem inars are offered each 
intersession. Students are required to have a master's degree pr ior to enter ing the higher education 
conce ntration. 

The Curr icul um Leadership Concentration is intended to give K- 12 educational leaders the knowledge 
and skills they need to provide effective instructional leadership. This concentration is designed to 
address the growing emphasis on t he need for modes of teaching and learning to support pedagogy for 
d iverse populations. 

The Exceptional Learner Concentration is designed to g ive leaders the knowledge and skill s they 
require to provide effective administrative support for special and g ifted education teachers. Many point 
to poor administrative support as a reason for special education teachers leaving the profe ssion during 
the fir st three years of employment . This concentration is int ended to g ive administrators a better 
understanding of the needs o f special and g if ted education and the kind of administrative support they 
require to be effective. 

Admission 

In addition to the general admission requirement s of the Graduate School, regular admission to the 
doct oral p rogram in Educational Leadership requires that applicants also possess a master's degree 
from an accredited university; provide official results o f t he Graduate REcord Examination (GRE), sent 
from t he test administrator to the Graduate School; and show evidence of readiness for the program 
by provid ing a professional resume, and a formal letter o f applicat ion addressing the questions: (a) 
What is your purpose for j oining the doctoral program? (b) What are your career goals both short and 
lnnn rp rm? (d How r:lo vn 11 hPl iPVP rh P r:lnrro r ;:il nro n r;:im will hPln vnu in rhP npr fn rm;:i nr p o f vnu r 



pro fessional duties and responsibilities? (d) What specific qualities and characteristics do you bring to 
the doctoral program? (e) How would your personal and pro fessional environments be supportive in 
your quest for the doctoral degree? 

Graduate Assistantships 

Graduate Assistant positions are available for qualified students . A student must be in regular 
admission status and schedule nine (9) or more hours applicable to the degree to be eligible. Contact 
the program coordinator for more informat ion. 

Degree Requirements 

Prerequisites 

A graduate level course in statistics or its equivalent is required before taking EDLD 802 
Quant itative Methods in Educational Leadership. 

General Requirements 

To earn the Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership, the student m ust complete 60+ hours 
of coursework beyond the master's degree, organized as listed below. The Ed.D. in Educational 
Leadership provides an opportunity for the student to specialize in a content area with the 
approval of the Facu lty Advisor and Graduate Coordinator. The student must complete all 
requirements within six calendar years beginning with the first semester after successfully 
defending the qual ifying paper. 

Required Research Core (15 credit hours) 

The following 15 credit hours of research core coursework is required of all students 
completing the Ed.D. program in Educational Leadersh ip. 

• EDLD 800 - Introduct ion to Research Design in Educational Leadership 3 Cred it(s) 

• EDLD 801 - Wr iting for Research in Educational Leadership 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 802 - Quant itative Methods in Educational Leadership 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 803 - Qualitative Methods in Educational Leadership 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 880 - Research Practicum in Educational Leadership 3 Credit(s) 

Required Doctoral Dissertation Seminars (6+ credit hours) 

The following 6 credit hours o f d issertat ion - related coursework is required of all students 
completing the Ed.D. program in Educational Leadersh ip. 

• EDLD 900 - Doctoral Dissertation Seminar I. 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 999 - Dissertat ion Research and Dissertation 3-2 4 Credit(s) 

Concentrations 

In addition to completion of the required research core courses and the dissertation 
coursework identi fied above, each student must select one o f the following concentrations and 
complete the leadership and specialization coursework as identified below for each. 

K-12 Concentrat ion 

Educational Leadership Core 



60 - 6.$ creoit nours, to oe se1ectea rrom me 1011owmg courses: 

• EDLD 810 - Leadership Theory and Practice 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 811 - Educational Management 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 812 - Supervision in Educational Settings 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 820 - Legal Issues and Ethics in Educational Organizat ions 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 821 - Polit ics and Community Relations 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 822 - Policy Development and Analysis 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 823 - Fiduciary Management of Educational Organizat ions 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 830 - Foundations of Curriculum Theory and Design 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 831 - Crit ical Analysis of Current Research On Effective Educational Practice 3 

Credit(s) 

• EDLD 832 - Educational Evaluation 3 Cred it(s) 

• EDLD 840 - Change Theory 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 841 - Organizat ional Development for Learning Com munit ies 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 842 - Culture, Climate and Change Leadership 3 Credit (s) 

• EDLD 843 - School District Central Office Administrat ion: Organizat ion, Structure 

and Funct ion 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 846 - K- 12 Virtual Schools 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 847 - Philosophy of Educational Leader ship Seminar 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 848 - Race, Class, and Gender Issues in K- 12 Education 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 849 - History of Western Education 3 Cred it(s) 

• EDLD 897 - Intern ship 3 Credi t(s) 

• IRED 812 - Leader ship in the Integration of Emerg ing Technolog ies 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 881 - Educational Leadership Intercession Seminar I 3 Credit (s) 

• EDLD 882 - Educational Leadership Intercession Seminar II 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 883 - Educational Leadership Intercession Seminar Il l 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 871 - Special Topics in Instruct ional Leadership 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 875 - Special Topics in Educational Leader ship and Management 3 Credit(s) 

Specialization Coursework 

6-9 Credi t Hou rs: 

The student will complete 6 - 9 semester cred it hours in a special izat ion area. The 

special ization area and the cou rse s within the special ization area must be agreed to by 

the student, the Faculty Adviso r, the Graduate Coord inator o f t he Doctoral Program, and 

the Dean of the Graduate School. The student is respons ib le for scheduling the cou rse s 

in the speciali zation area. Special izat ion areas include, but are not l imited to, 

Educational Technology, Administration of Exceptionalities, Educational Leadership & 

Management, Instructional Leadership, Business, Communications, and Law. 

Higher Education Concentration 

Educational Leadership Core 

27 credi t hour s, to be se lected from the fol lowing course s: 

• EDLD 850 - Leadership Theory and Practice in Higher Educat ion 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 85 1 - Administration and Management in Higher Education 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 852 - Student Af fair s in Higher Education 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 853 - Governance and Legal Aspects of Higher Educat ion 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 854 - Public Policy in Higher Education 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 85 5 - Policy Development & Analysis in Higher Education 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 85 7 - Academic Affairs in Higher Education 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 858 - Community College Administration 3 Credit (s) 

• EDLD 859 - Culture, Climate, and Change Leadership in Higher Education 3 
Credit(s) 



• EDLD 860 - Strategic Plann ing and Human Resources in Higher Educat ion 3 

Credit(s) 

• EDLD 861 - History and Philosophy of Higher Education 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 862 - Planning and Evaluation in Higher Education 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 871 - Special Topics in Instruct ional Leadership 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 875 - Special Topics in Educational Leader ship and Management 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 881 - Educational Leadership Intercession Seminar I 3 Credit (s) 

• EDLD 882 - Educational Leadership Intercession Seminar II 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 883 - Educational Leadership Intercession Seminar Il l 3 Credit(s) 

Specialization Coursework 

6 - 9 Credi t Hou rs: 

The student will complete 6 - 9 semester cred it hours in courses within the educational 

leadership co re or in approved cou rses outside Educational Foundations and Leader ship 

in a special ization area. The specializat ion area and the courses within the specializat ion 

area m ust be agreed to by the student, the Facu lty Adviso r, the Graduate Coordinator of 

the Doctoral Program, and the Dean o f the Graduate School. 

Curriculum Leadership Concentration 

Educational Leadership Core 

27 credi t hour s, to be se lected from the following courses: 

• EDLD 810 - Leadership Theory and Practice 3 Credit(s) • 

• EDCI 868 - Social Just ice for Cu rriculum Leader s 3 Credit(s) • 

• EDCI 874 - Survey of the Research on Learning Theories in K-1 2 Curriculum 3 

Cred it(s) • 

• EDCI 885 - Current Issues in K- 12 Curriculum Leadership 3 Credit (s) • 

• EDLD 811 - Educational Management 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 812 - Supervision in Educational Settings 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 820 - Legal Issues and Ethics in Educational Organizat ions 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 82 1 - Polit ics and Community Relations 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 822 - Policy Development and Analysis 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 823 - Fiduciary Management of Educational Organizat ions 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 840 - Change Theory 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 841 - Organizat ional Development for Learning Com munit ies 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 842 - Culture, Climate and Change Leadership 3 Credit (s) 

• EDLD 843 - School District Central Off ice Administrat ion: Organizat ion, Structure 

and Funct ion 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 847 - Philosophy of Educational Leader ship Seminar 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 848 - Race, Class , and Gender Issues in K- 12 Education 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 8 71 - Special Topics in Instruct ional Leadership 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 875 - Special Topics in Educational Leader ship and Management 3 Credit(s) 

• SPED 890 - Contemporary Issues in the Education of Exceptional Learners 3 

Credit(s) • 

or 
• SPED 891 - Supervision of Educat ional Se rvices for Exceptional Learn ers 3 Credit(s) 

• Required for students pur suing this concentrat ion . 

Specialization Coursework 

9 Credi t Hours: 



• EDCI 852 - Research & Best Practices in Mathematics Curriculum Leadership 3 

Credit(s) 

• EDCI 854 - Research & Best Practices in English / Language Arts Curriculum 

Leadership 3 Credi t(s) 

• EDCI 860 - Research & Best Practices in STEM Curriculum Leadership 3 Credit(s) 

Exceptional Learner Concent ration 

Educational Leadership Core 

27 credi t hour s, to be se lected from the following cour ses: 

• EDLD 810 - Leadership Theory and Pract ice 3 Credit(s) * 
• SPED 893 - Accommodations, Mod ificat ions, and Interventions for Except ional 

Learner s: A Leader s Role 3 Credit(s) • 

• SPED 894 - Collaborative Leadership to Support Exceptional Education 3 Credi t(s) • 

• SPED 895 - Leadership in Encouraging Creative and Cri t ical Thinking Learn ing 

Environments 3 Credit(s) * 
• EDLD 820 - Legal Issues and Ethics in Educational Organizations 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 811 - Educational Management 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 812 - Supervision in Educational Se1tings 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 821 - Polit ics and Community Relations 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 822 - Policy Development and Analysis 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 823 - Fiduciary Management of Educational Organizations 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 840 - Change Theory 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 841 - Organizat ional Development for Learning Com munit ies 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 842 - Culture, Climate and Change Leadership 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 843 - School District Central Off ice Administrat ion: Organizat ion, Structure 

and Funct ion 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 847 - Philosophy of Educational Leader ship Seminar 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 848 - Race, Class, and Gender Issues in K- 12 Education 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 8 71 - Special Topics in Instruct ional Leadership 3 Credit(s) 

• EDLD 875 - Special Topics in Educational Leader ship and Management 3 Credit(s) 

• Required for students pur suing this concentrat ion . 

Specialization Coursework 

9 cred i t hours: 

• SPED 890 - Contemporary Issues in the Education of Exceptional Learners 3 

Credit(s) 

• SPED 891 - Supervision of Educat ional Se rvices for Exceptional Learners 3 Credit(s) 

• SPED 892 - Soc ial, Emotional, and Behavioral Leadership Support for Except ional 

Learner s 3 Credit(s) 

Qualifying Paper 

A qualifying pap er consisting o f a comprehensive review o f the literatu re on a topic se lected is 

required in place o f the trad it ional comprehensive examination. The student must success fully 

defend a qualifying pap er 10 be admi1ted 10 candidacy. 

Dissertation Director and Committee 

Aft er successful completion of the qualifying paper, the stud en t shall select a Dissertat ion Chair 

will ing to se rve on behalf of the student and the Department. In consu ltat ion with said 



University of Louisiana or Lafayette 

104 E University Circle 

Lnfayerre, LA 70503 
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Contact Us 

Dissertation Chair, a Dissertation Committee must be consti tuted of at least three members of the 
Graduate Facu lty, with at least one member from the collaborating university (Southeastern 
Louisiana University) . The Dissertat ion Committee must be headed by a member of the Graduate 
Faculty o f the Department or an approved o ther member of the Graduate Faculty. 

Dissertation Proposal 

The student must present and defend at a public hearing a dissertation proposal acceptable to the 
Dissertation Committee and the Graduate Faculty of the department. After acceptance of a 
d issertation proposal, the student must remain continuously enro lled for dissertation credit 
(excluding summers) until the d issertation is accept ed. 

Dissertation Defense 

After the d issertation is complet ed to the satisfaction of the Dissertation Chair , it is to be 
presented in i ts completed form to the other members of the Dissertation Committee (including 
the external reviewer) . 

Final Submission 

After the student has completed the oral defense of the d issertation, the student must fi le such 
copies as the Department and / or Graduate School may require (including electronic versions) and 
must submit the Abstract o f the work in an acceptab le form for publication in Dissertation 
Abstracts. 
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